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Left Groupings 
Confer in N. Y. 
Needle Trades 


Lovestonites Dampen 
and Dominate 
Conference 


Decisions to set up a “Council of 
Needle Trades Progressive Groups,” 
publish a paper and engage in a 
drive to set np and strengthen pro- 
gressive groups in all locals was 
made at a conference called by the 
“Progressive Group” of Local 22 of 
the International Ladies Garment 
Workers Union and held at Man- 
hattan Opera House, last Saturday 
afternoon. 

‘Representatives from eight pro- 
gressive groups in the LL.G.W.U. 
and one group in the Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers were Seated as 
delegates. Representatives from a 
number of groups were not seated 
on the grounds that they were not 
known to the sponsors of the con- 
ference, They were however allowed 
to remain as fraternal delegates. 
A large number of individual mem- 
bers from locals of the A.C.W., LL. 
G.W. and Millinery Workers Union 
where no progressive groups exist 
were present as observers taking no 
part in the: proceedings. Two local 
unions were represented by two sets 
of delegates ench. In local 1 the 
group controlling the administra- 
tion as well as a smaller opposition 
group had delegates sented. Cut- 
ters Welfare League, a progressive 
group of local 10 were seated. 
Delegates from a Socialist group 
in the same local were present as 
observers, 

Max Bluestein, a business agent 
of local`?22 and representative of 
the progressive group of that local 
was elected chairman. Chas. Zim- 
merman, manager of the same local, 
made the keynote speech. He 
strongly condemned the class col- 
laboration policies of the Hillman 
administration of the A.C.W., con- 
rasting with it the “re ” 
ILO. e “record” of the 

J. Brandon of the Progressive 
Unionists, present by invitation, 
told of the great need of a city and 
nation-wide organization of pro 
gressives. He eongratulated the 
delegates for the step they were 
taking and pledged the support of 
himself and his organization for 
progressive action. His speech was 
well received. 

The report of the Credentials 
Committee caused a bit of debate, 
a number of delegates protesting 
against their non-seating. In reply 
Zimmerman and others argued that 
since these representatives were not 
known to them they could not be 
seated as regular delegates. It was 
stated, ‘however, that if the groups 
represented by these delegates were 
properly introduced to the officials 
and found kosher they will be ac- 
cepted as part of the center, 

A complete program was present- 
ed to the conference by Murray 
Gross, office manager of local 22, 
in the name of the progressive 
group of that local. This report 
waich had not previously been pre- 
sented to any of the groups, not 
even that of local 22, was 
accepted in total with only one 
slight addition. One amendment 
was proposed and ruled out of order 
by the chairman on the grounds 
that he knew that Zimmerman also 
supported the view expressed in the 
amendment and therefore there was 
no need to accept it in the consti- 
tution. One addition was made. 
Will Herberg, of the Lovestone 
group, who is educational director 


(Continued on Page 4) 


Green Acts to Stall 
New Rubber Union 


AKRON, Ohio.—Despite requests 
from major local rubber workers 
unions, William Green, A. F. of L. 
president, has delayed calling a 
convention to organize an interna- 
tional until July. 

His rubber organizer, Coleman C. 
Claherty, explained that Green was 
sending questionnaires to all locals 
to determine their attitude. Then 
a convention will be called. Since 
all the unions have voted for the 
international, the A. F. of L. bur- 
eaucracy is simply trying to post- 
pone the progressive move. 

The question of whether the in- 
ternational will actually be an in- 
dustrial union, including all em- 
ployees, or whether the craft work- 
ers will maintain their seven inter- 
nationals is the focal point of dis- 
pute in arguments on forming the 
international, 

Last year when the United Rub- 
berworkers council was formed 
‘Claherty, aided by the crafts, ob- 
tained control. Of course, he will 
fight to keep them separate and 
eontinue the council, if possible. 
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Expulsion in Teachers Union 


Split Threatens as 


Right 


Wing Socialist 


Administration Moves to Comply with 
‘Green’s Demand for Red Hunt 


The Teachers Union of New York 
City, Local 5 of the American Fed- 
eration of Teachers, is now facing 
the most serious crisis in its his- 
tory, with the panic-stricken right 
wing Socialist leadership driving 
full speed ahead for the expulsion 
of a large, growing left wing move- 
ment. 

Two weeks ago, by a vote of 14 
to 9 in the Executive Board the 
Administration put through a mo- 
tion calling upon the Executive 
Council of the national organiza- 
tion to investigate the local. The 
investigating committee, consisting 
of the president, the secretary- 
treasurer and the legislative rep- 
resentative of the national body, 
conducted its hearings in New York 
on June 8 and 9. 

Second Expulsion Attempt 

This is the second attempt in re- 
cent years on the part of the Ad- 
ministration to answer the chal- 
lenge of the left wing, which for 
years has been fighting its back- 
ward policies and bureaucratic 
practices, by expulsion. 

In 1932 it appointed a Grievance 
Committee ‘headed by Professor 
John Dewey to consider expulsion 
charges against five left wing lead- 
ers. The proposal of the Commit- 
tee to expel was defeated; so was 
a subsequent proposal to suspend. 
The Administration then “compro- 
mised.” It pushed through a con- 
stitutional amendment abolishing 
membership meetings wiih the pow- 
er to decide policy! A Delegate 
Assembly, roughly corresponding to 
a shop chairmen’s body, was insti- 
tuted to replace the membership 
meetings. 


The opposition forces, adapting 
themselves to the new situation, 
made steady progress: At recent 


Delegate Assembly meetings it de- 
feated the Administration on a 
number of crucial questions. In the 
elections just ‘held for members of 
the Executive Board and for ofħ- 
cers, it gained over 40 percent of 
the total vote. 
New Frame-up 

investigation ig a 


The clear 


frame-up of the left wing. The 
administration is climaxing a series 
of flagrant abuses of democratie 
practice by attempting to pin a red 
label on the opposition end kicking 
it out. Rallying against this policy 
of split, the left wing groups formed 
a united front, the first since the 
1932 expulsion drive. A mass meet- 
ing to protest the investigation, at- 
tended by nearly one thousand un- 
ion members, was held on June 7. 
At the last Delegate Assembly meet- 
ing on June 12, the vote on the 
question of the investigation was 
announced as 80 for to 77 against. 
The demand for a recount was ig- 
nored by the chairman, and the 
meeting was hastily adjourned. 

The situation at this writing is 
extremely tense. The investigating 
committee, having completed its 
hearings, will make its recommend- 
ations in August, after the national 
convention. In the meanwhile, the 
united front is continuing its fight, 
the success of which depends upon 
its «ability to solidify a program 
extending further than the mere 
plank against expulsion. 


SOUTHERN TENANT 
FARMERS UNION EXPANDS 


MEMPHIS, Tenn, (FP).—Reach- 
ing out into Texas and Oklahoma, 
the Southern Tenant Farmers Un- 
ion, which has been the target of 
the lawless violence of . Arkansas 
planters, is increasing its influence 
and power. The executive council 
at its June 3 meeting in Memphis 
received charter applications for 
locals with over 11,000 members. 

Most of these are already organ- 
ized locally but want the benefit of 
the strength and experience of the 
Southern Tenant Farmers Union. 
Tr southeastern Oklahoma and 
northeastern Texas the American 
Farmers and Farm Laborers Union 
with headquarters in Madil, Okla., 
9,000 strong, applied for member- 
ship. The American Agricultural 
Workers Union with headquarters 
in Bonham, Tex., 2,000 strong, also 
applied. 


Furriers Unite|Police Destroy 
In One Union|American Flag 


‘Red’ Union Dissolved | Assault Mass Picket 


Joins A. F. of L. 
International 


After years of fighting, of mutual 
scabbery, the two unions in the New 
York fur market, the Joint Council 
of the International and the Fur 
Workers Industria) Union have 
merged, the latter joining the In- 
ternational on terms whish made 
possible a genuine unity. 

This unification on the basis of 
reinstatement of all members with- 
out discrimination, elections with- 
in forty days, with all members 
eligible for office, etc. is a victory 
for those who fought for unity on 
a progressive basis. Progressive 
forces within the International, par- 
ticularly in Toronto, plus the about 
turn in Stlainist trade union policy 
made the merger possible. The rise 
of a progressive group in the Fur 
Workers Industrial Union, fighting 
against the bureaucratic excesses 
of its leadership, helped to push 
the latter to accept, after a lot of 
bluff and blustering, the terms of- 
fered by the International. 


The final terms of settlement are 
virtually identical with those voted 
at the International Convention 
held in Toronto last May. The en- 
try of the industrial members cf 
the International, the affairs of the 
International previous to the elec- 
tion and the election itself, will be 
under the jurisdiction of the com- 
mittee of seven elected by the In- 
ternational Convention. So far this 
committee has fulfilled its tasks 
with admirable skill. 


A meeting of about 2,500 furriers 
called by the F.W.I.U., recently re- 
named the Independent Internation- 
al Fur Workers Industrial Union, 
held in Cooper Union last Wednes- 
day, voted unanimously to accept 
the terms offered by the Interna- 
tional Convention through the Com- 
mittee of Seven. Already at this 
meeting the line to be followed by 
the Stalinists after entry into the 
International, was indicated. An 
attack was launched against the 
progressives, the Fur Workers Un- 
ity Group while right wing mem- 
bers of the International were 
praised and applauded. 


The tasks of the progressives are 
(Continued on Page 5) 
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Line for Hallett 
Reinstatement 


ALLENTOWN, Pa.—Pickets from 
the Unemployed League and trade 
unions of Allentown were attacked 
by police as they attempted to pick- 
et Cedar Crest College, g ris school 
near Allentown, in protest to the 
recent dismissal of Prof. Winslow 
N. Hallett for his activity in the 
Unemployed League and American 
Federation of Teachers. 


City police and state troopers 
guarding public streets leading to 
the college brutally attacked the 
pickets as they attempted to march. 
The American flag at the head of 
the line was torn to shreds by the 
police and thrown into the shrub- 
bery at the side of the street. Wayne 
Morton, leader of the line, was ar- 
rested on charges of “d sorderly 
conduct.” 


Later in the day, General F, D. 
Beary, Commissioner of Police, 
realizing the public indignation 
aroused by the act on of the police, 
permitted the pickets to march 
peacefully on streets near the col- 
lege. This was in direct violation 
of a proclamation issued during the 
1934 text le strike by Mayor Fred 
Lewis limiting picket lines to 10 
persons. 

Pickets in Cap and Gown 


NEW YORK, SATURDAY, J 


Fight |NPLD Pushes 


nF te Rn a. e a aea a m _ gg 


t 


Campaign for 
Mini Freedom 


Cpening Gun Will Be 
Banquet in N. Y. 
On June 26 


NEW YORK CITY. — The Non- 
Partisan Labor Defense, leader of 
the fight for Norman Mini against 
the Inbor-haters of California who 
are now keeping him in San Quen- 
tin Prison, will open a campaign 
for his liberation with a cold-plate 
dinner in this city on June 26. As 
in the trial, the N.P.¥..D. will make 
its fight for Mini a fight on behalf 
of the eight Sacramento criminal 
syndicalism defendants and against 
the criminal syndicalism law used 
to railroad them to ‘prison. 

Among the speakers at the dinner 
will be A. J. Muste, National Sec- 
retary of the Workets Party; Her- 
bert Solow. who spent four months 
in Sacramento directing the N.P. 
L.D.’s work during the trial; Mur- 
ray Baron, leading Socialist and 
trade-unionist of New York; Carlo 
Tresca, well-known anti-Fascist; 
and Louis Berg of the Executive of 
the N.P.L.D. Sidney Hook, Profes- 
sor of Philosophy at New York 
University, will preside. 

The dinner will be held at Irving 
Plaza, 15th Street and Irving Place, 
at 7 P.M. Tickets costing 50 cents 
each are being sold by members of 
the N.P.L.D. They are also avail- 
able at the following places: New 
Militant office, 55 East lith St.; 
Socialist Call office, 21 Bast 17th 
St.; It Martello office, 94 . Fifth 
Ave.: League for Industrial Demo- 
cracy, 112 Kast 19th St. Admission 
at the door will be 75 cents. Pro- 
ceeds will be used for the Mini de- 
fense fund. 

N.P.L.D. for Unified Defense 


In response to the call of the N. 
P.L.D., delegates from the National 
Labor Committee of the Socialist 
Party, defense arm of the S. P., and 
the N.P.L.D. ‘held a preliminary 
conference Monday at which the 
possibilities of building an aggres- 
sive unified defense were discussed. 
It was decided to postpone activi- 
ties a week, in view of the absenee 
of delegates from the I.L.D., which 
represents Mini’s seven co-defend- 
ants, and from the General Defense 
Committee (1.W.W.). Since the 
meeting, the N.P.L.D. has an- 
nounced, the G.D.C. has appointed 
an observer. An observer attended 
from the A.C.L.U. also. 

A new invitation has been sent 
to the I.L.D. and the conference will 
reassemble in a few days to take 
practical steps toward expanding 
itself, and beginning the appeal 
fight, both through an attorney for 
Mini and a mass protest campaign 
against all the Saecramento con 
victions. 

Opinious of a number of lawyers 
consulted recently by the N.P.L.D. 
are that the affidavit given by a 
juror to Herbert Solow and Jack 

(Continued on Page 2) 


Bakers Strike Ends 
After Fierce Battle 


After three weeks of militant 
picketing, marked by violent clash- 
es with company thugs and arrests 
of pickets, the Gottfried Baking 
Company strike is over. 

An agreement carrying a substan- 
tial increase in wages and partial 
recognition of the union has been 
reached. 

On Wednesday, the strikers voted 
by a majority in favor of the terms 
and later in the day the agreement 
was signed by Jack Chick, presi- 
dent, Herman Gund, Secretary, and 
Theodore Wharton, organizer, for 
local 50 of the Bakery and Confec- 
tionary Workers International Un- 
ion, and by B. Gottfried, vice-pres- 
ident for the company. 

The agreement provides for the 
firing of strike breakers ‘hired dur- 


After the commencement exercis-; ing the strike; immediate reinstate- 
es, which were in progress during j ment of strikers; sharing of work 
the picketing, Professor Hallett, in| during slack seasons and arbitra- 


cap and gown, joined the line. Also 
on the line was Rev. Paul Cotton, 
recently ousted from the pastorate 
of the Bethlehem Presbyterian 
Chureh because of his activity in 
the Unemployed League. 

When Dr. Cotton presented a 
petition signed by the picket line to 
Dr. William F. Curtis, President of 
the College, he was ordered off the 
college grounds. “Get out and stay 
out,” said Dr. Curtis, losing his 
academic dignity. 

The following organizations were 
represented on the picket line: The 


Amalgamated Clothing ‘Workers of 


America, Local 119; the American 
Federation of Silk Workers, Local 
10; the International Ladies Gar- 
ment Workers Union, Local 111; 
the Shirtworkers Union, Local 128, 
all of Allentown. 


| 
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tion of disputes during the life of 
the agreement. Though full union 
rates were not secured, wage in- 
creases of from 20 to 50 percent 
were gained. Wages will now range 
from 41 cents and hour for women 
helpers to 90 cents an hour for oven 
men. 

Interviewed in his office, Herman 
Gund, secretary of local 50, declared 
that he did not consider the settle- 
ment a victory as it did not provide 
for full union wages and a ‘closed 
shop. Considering the situation in 
which a good section of the inside 
workers remained at work, and the 
lack of finances, they were the best 
must,” said Gund, “be considered 
as the first step in our fight for 
complete unionization, not only of 
the Gottfried plants, but for all 
baker factories in the city. 


PRICE 3 CENTS 


Unemployed Leagues 


Hold Mass Conventions 


Shoulders to the Wheel—Everybody 
Behind the Eight Page New Militant 


We all want it!! 
The Workers Party meeds it!! 


We're going to get it—The eight-page NEW MILITANT. 

On August 1 the first enlarged paper is due to appear. 

The increase in size will mean far more ‘than a 100 percent increase 
in the efficiency of our party organ and organizer. The big job we 
have to do demands a bigger and ‘a better paper. 

Are we going to get it? Will we hej able to forge a really effeetive 
weapon against war and fascism? It depends on ‘every party member, 
every sympathizer, every worker who realizes the need for reaching 
the American masses with the clear voice of the Workers Party. 


We have plans. 


We have a print shop, comrades to work, comrades to write news 


and articles. 


WE NEED CASH!!! And we need it right away. 


The Workers Party is due for another big step ahead. 


The estab- 


lishment on a firm basis of the eight-page NEW MILITANT will be 


such jan advance. 


Send in your contribution. Begin sub-gathering. Put your shoulders 


to the wheel. 


The enlarged NEW MILITANT is the most ‘important 


job before the party at the present time. 


131 Delegates Participate 
in W. Va. Jobless Convention 


Class Struggle Measures 
Accepted; Fighting 
Executive Electea 


HUNTINGTON, W. Va., June 8.— 
In an inspiring two day session the 
state convention of the West Vir- 
ginia Unemployed League marsh- 
alled the lessons of the recent past 
before it and cast an eye on its 
prospects for the future. 

131 delegates were in attendance, 
taking an active part in all the 
proceedings and viewing with a 
critical eye all measures proposed 
for the development of the organ- 
ization. 

A real organization patriotism 
was manifest throughout all the 
sessions. The unemployed workers, 
having many sad experiences with 
their officials, were clearly resolved 
to see to it that only those of the 
highest integrity and representing 
the rank and file should ‘be their 
new leaders. 

The principal speaker at the con- 
vention was Arnold Johnson, sec- 
retary of the N.U.L. In his address 
he pointed out that the workers 
must cease relying on Greek gifts 
such as they had been presented by 
Hoover and Roosevelt, and begin 
applying their own power as the 
only effective means to rescne them 
from the slave conditions imposed 
by capitalism. Such a struggle 
alone, he declared, could bring 
freedom and victory. 


“War Only for Freedom” 

The high point of his address 
dealt with the approaching war in 
which, “workers in one country are 
called on to kill their fellow work- 
ers, of another capitalist country 
only for the profit of the bankers 
and profiteers. Now is the time to 
take a firm stand against imperial- 
ist war and to use the weapons of 
war only for the freedom of work- 
ers.” 

Then followed the regular busi- 
ness of the convention, with Presi- 
dent Biddle the leading reporter. 
Reviewing the progress of the 
Leagues during his short tenure of 
office, he reported that nine old 
branches had been revived and 11 
new ones organized. In one case 
he had trekked twenty-six miles 
through snow and mud to get to a 
League meeting. 

Brant Scott, chairman of the Ex- 
ecutive Board, followed with a 
brief history of the West Virginia 
Unemployed League sinee its foun- 
dation on May 7, 1933. He took 
the Leagues through the various 
presidents who have come and gone 
“But the League is still on the 
march,” he declared. “It has gone 
through many tough disappoint- 
ments, but nobody can sell out the 
League. The W. Va. U.L.. will keep 
going when all other organizations 
fold up. And the thing that will 
keep us going is the militant action 
of the rank and file.” 

Other officers supplemented his 
report with graphic descriptions of 
the actions. of the Leagues in 
strikes, demonstrations and action 
at relief offices, 

Resolutions Adopted 

Resolutions were passed calling 
for a regular rank and file confer- 
ence every three months, demon- 
strations against the Roosevelt re- 
lief scale, against Fascism, against 
imperialist war, for the Workers 
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Security Bill proposed by the N.U. 
X, for the freedom of class war 
prisoners, Tom Mooney, the Harlan 
miners, the Scottsboro boys, ete. A 
resolution of greeting to the Penn- 
sylvania Unemployed League, in 
session simultaneously, was also 
passed. 

The convention adjourned with 
the election of officers and an exe- 
cutive board. Brant Scott, militant, 
veteran miner was elected presi- 
dent. L. C. Dean, another ex-miner 
and staunch fellow-worker of Moth- 
er Jones, was elected first vice 
president. George Harris, Negro 
militant, was voted in as second 
vice-president. Joe Blankenship was 
re-elected secretary - treasurer. A 
new. executive board of 15 tested 
militants was voted in. 


News Men’s Guild 
To Join A.F. of L. 


By JACK WILSON 

CLEVELAND, Ohio, June 10.— 
After a bitter five day fight. pro- 
gressives in the American Newspa- 
per Guild, having 7,000 members, 
swung the Guild in action as an- 
other progressive force in the Am- 
er cau labor movement during the 
second annul convention held ‘here. 

The 120 detegates fought for 
hours over the question of A. F. of 
L. affiliation. Three definite forces 
presented points of view for adop- 
tion. 

A “right wing” clique fought 
aga nst affiliation because it would 
meke reporters trade unionists. An- 
other group insisted that affiliation 
to the A. F. of L. would mean ap- 
proval to the reactionary betrayal 
of Green, Lewis, Dubinsky and 
other labor misleaders. 


Affiliate Industr‘ally 

The correct position of affiliating 
as an industrial international but 
disassociat ng themselves from the 
bureaucrats was advanced by the 
New York delegation and certain 
middle-western groups uided by a 
few scattered guilds. 

The third group gained a 72 to 5 
majority to have a resolution with 
its policy succeed in passing as a 
recommendation to the general 
membership for a referendum vote 
‘on the question, 

A “for A. F. of L., affiliation 
slate of cand dates was elected as 
progressives took command of the 
convention. Heywood Broun was 
re-elected president; Jonathan Ed- 
dy, national secretary and Carland 
Ashcraft, treasurer. 

On the question of labor legisla- 
tion, the convention voted by 80 to 
40 to support the Wagner Labor 
Bill, despite sharp attack of it and 
the advocacy of a class struggle 
policy by militants. 

An attack of the now extinct New 
Deal and of the A. F. of L. bureau- 
erats were other high points of the 
convention which saw the complete 
submergence of “professionalism” to 
the attitude of trade un‘onism. 

A favorable referendum by the 
membership on the affiliation ques- 
tion seems assured as previous sur- 
veys indicated a. preponderant ma- 
jority for it. 

‘Whether the A. F. of L. will give 
an international charter to the 
guild is another question, on which 
opinion is divided. 
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P.U.L. MEETS 


Militant Stand 
Is Adopted on 
Burning Issues 


Labor Party Rejected; 
Favor Revolutionary 
Action 


ALLENTOWN, Pa., June 10.— 
Three hundred and fifty delegates, 
representing more than 25,000 or- 
ganized unemployed, met here Sat- 
urday and Sunday, June 7 and 8, 
at the convention of the Pennsyl- 
vania Unemployed League. 

The delegates, representatives of 
unemployed organizations in more 
than a dozen counties of the state, 
heard reports of increased activities 
and continual growth in the course 
of the last year. Their unmistak- 
able seriousness and their business- 
like procedure gave evidence to the 
fact that the majority of them were 
seasoned labor spokesmen, trained 
organization men with wide trade 
union experience. 

Plan Against Relief Rates 


After the opening address by Pres- 
jdent Larrry Heimbach and the re- 
port of Secretary Lester Heckman, 
the convention settled down to the 
task of laying plans for organized 
action against the scandalous $19— 
$94-a-month work relief program 
of the Roosevelt government; for 
prevailing wage rates on relief jobs ; 
for an increase of 50 per cent in 
present direct relief allowances ; 
for the representation of the unem- 
ployed on project complaint boards 
as well as other urgent needs of the 
jobless. o. 

Organizationally, the convention 
marked progress in deciding on the 
establishment of district offices in 
Harrisburgh and Pittsburgh, to ex- 
tend the scope of the P.U.L., and in 
setting up’ an Organizational De- 
partment, whose task it will be to 
penetrate into every corner of the 
state with regular organizers work- 
ing according to a systematic plan, 
under centralized direction. The 
convention also set up an Education- 
al Department, instructing it to form 
a series of circuit schools by means 
of which to train active league 
workers for the maximum effective 
action in the struggle of the unem- 
ployed. . 

Reports from the county organiz- 
ations indicated a steady growth 
in membership since the last con- 
vention as well as tremendous op- 
portunities for advancement in new 
fields. A large sum was pledged by 
the delegates present, to carry on 
organizational work. 

Reject Phony Unity 

The convention went on record 
in favor of the Workers Security 
Bill introduced in Congress by the 
National Unemployed League call- 
ing for a 80-hour $30 week on relief 
work; for cooperation with the . 
trades unions on the work relief 
projects; for the active support of 
Mass Action, the official organ of 
the National Unemployed League. 

A resolution presented by Com- 
munist Party delegates for “united 
front action” with the sectarian 
Unemployed Councils was emphat- 
jected by an overwhelming 
majority. Speaker after speaker 
pointed to the sad experiences made 
by the Leagues with the Unem- 
ployed Councils in the past. They 
recalled that the ©. P. controlled 


ny Unemployed Councils had time and 


again broken faith in the course of 
united front action, that they had 
continually striven to disrupt the 
Unemployed Leagues, that they had 
thereby ` proven themselves un- 
worthy of confidence. It was fur- 
ther pointed out that the Councils 
had dwindled down to an insignifi- 
cant number while the Pennsylvania 
Unemployed League had established 
itself as the bona fide organization 
of the unemployed in the state, in 
spite of their disruptive tactics. 
The convention, while voting down 
the fake unity proposal of the Stal- 
inists, went on record endorsing the 
unity negotiations of the National 
Committee o the N.U.L. carried. on 
with bona-fide unemployed organ- 
izations on a national scale, calling 
for a rank and file merger conven- 
tion based on a militant, class strug- 
gle program. 
Labor Party Resolution 


Another resolution introduced by 
the C. P., which had managed to 
(Continued on Page 2) 


On Life, Liberty 
and Pursuit of 


Happiness 


The World Do Move... 


A convention of the unemployed, 
numerous mass meetings (one, of 
women organizing to stop the rapid 
rise in the cost of living), and a 
picket line for the cause of aca- 
demic freedom—these are some of 
the events that have prevented me 
this week from collecting the usual 
silly items from Oshkosh, Timbuc- 
too and Talahassee. Instead of re- 
counting the inane drivel of cap- 
tains of industry, bank presidents 
and ward heelers risen to high posi- 
tion, the entire column this week 
is devoted to episodes from lives 
of workers. . 

Two years ago at the convention 
of the National Unemployed League 
a riot almost ensued when the or- 
ganization’s loyalty to the American 
flag was brought into question. Last 
week at the Pennsylvania U. L. 
convention the audience cheered 
such statements: “The National Un- 
employed League stands for the 
complete destruction of capitalism 
and we know this can’t be done ex- 
cept by revolutionary action of the 
workers under the inspiration and 
leadership of a revolutionary polit- 
ical party!” ... 

The cops ordered 70 year old 
Mother Kimmel to stop distributing 
leaflets announcing a workers’ meet- 
ing. “I’ve picketed the White House 
in Washington. Hundreds of police 
tired to stop me. Why should I be 
afraid of you?” she remarked as 
she continued to pass out the bills. 
She was not arrested. What a 
movement we would have if the 
young folks were as active as Moth- 
er Kimmel! She never misses a 
picketline, eviction, demonstration 
or committee meeting. At the P.U.L. 
convention an intense quiet fell over 
the hall as she told in simple but 
dignified language of her faith in 
the power of the workers. 


Who Respects the Flag? 

PREACHER PICKETS — PRO- 
FESSOR HEADS PICKET LINE— 
COPS DESTROY AMERICAN 
FLAG — WORKERS UNITE FOR 
ACADEMIC FREEDOM. .. I'm re- 
ferr:ng to events in the case of Dr. 
Winslow Hallett, recently dismissed 
from his position at Cedar Crest 
College because of his activities in 
behalf of labor. 

Labor unions. professional men 
and the organized unemployed unit- 
ed on the picket line in his defense. 
Headed by the Stars and Stripes, 
the flag of the Christian Church, 
various union insignia and the rat- 
tlesnake flag of colonial days (now 
the banner of the Unemployed 
League) the picketline began to 
wend its way in protest to the dic- 
tatorial control of education by 
bank presidents and businessmen. 

State troopers, county sheriffs 
and deputies, and city police were 
present to defend the status quo. 
They attempted to stop the proces- 
sion. “Why can’t we walk peace- 
ably on a public highway?” asked 
the crowd. Angered that their au- 
thority should be questioned, the 
cops charged the lne, seized the 
American flag and tore it partially 
from its pole. An angry rear arose 
from the enraged pickets and a gen- 
eral melce resulted for several sec- 
onds. ‘You tell us to respect the 
flag but you tear it up and toss it 
aside,” cried the workers to the cops. 

The flag of the Christian Church 
is white with a red cross set in a 
blue field in the upper right hand 
corner. It was carried by Rev. 
Paul Cotton, recently ousted from 
his church because he east his lot 
with the working class rather than 
with the barons of Bethlehem Steel. 
Rev. Cotton received a new insight 
into the meaning of academic digni- 
ty when he presented a petition for 
Dr. Hallett’s reinstatement to Dr. 
Wm. F. Curtis, President of the 


school, Dr. Curtis, thinking Dr. 
Cotton a commencement guest, 
greeted him cordially. When he 


recognized the contents of the peti- 
tion, however, he raged like a mad- 
man, ordered Dr. Cotton from the 
building and pushed him out when 
he did not move fast enough. ... 


“Don’t Worry Your 
Little Heads” 


A cheer arose as Dr. Hallett came 
from the commencement exercises 
and joined the pickets. He carried 
a large placard: TEACH THE 
TRUTH TO AMERICAN YOUTH. 
Workers rallied around him. Har- 
lier in the morning one of his fac- 
ulty colleagues refused to walk in 
the commencement procession with 
bhm. . 

Charm School: “You poor little 
kittens, worrying about problems 
that ‘bigger minds than yours can- 
not solve!” remarked Miss Esther 
Engle. teacher at the college, to 
girls sympathetic to Dr. Hallett. 

At a student meeting called to 
counteract a petition being circu- 
lated among the students for the 
reinstatement of Dr. Hallett, one of 
the teachers said: “During the 
eight years I’ve been at Cedar Crest, 
ten teachers have come and gone. 
All have done so with dignity. Had 
Dr. Hallett done likewise, new. and 
beautiful pastures would have 
opened before him.” 


P. U. L. Convention “Marks 
Great Stride Forward 


(Continued from Page 1) 
get representation from one or two 
leagues, called for the creation of 
an “Anti-Capitalist Labor Party.” 
Conferences to establish such a 
labor party on a state scale were to 
be held within a month! 


Delegate Slinger, 8th Ward, Al- 
lentown, speaking for this resolu- 
tion, stated in effect: “I am a Com- 
munist. I am for a Labor Party 
because such a party will vote us 
workers into office (!). Against 
the parties of the bosses the work- 
ers need a party of their own, a 
Labor Party.” 

Delegate Ed. Moser, speaking 
against the resolution, said: “I am 
a member of the Workers Party. 
My experiences in the Unemployed 
Leagues have convinced me that 
against the bosses and their parties 
the workers can be effective only 
by revolutionary mass action, not 
by the false hope of voting capital- 
ism out. I do not at this time call 
upon the P.U.L. to join with the 
Workers Party but I wish to take 
this opportunity to express my 
views just as members of other po- 
litical parties have the right to ex- 
press theirs. The previous speaker 
is a member of another party which 
claims to speak for the working 
class. Now, he proposes that we 
should form a new party, aside from 
his own—a labor party. That party 
is supposed to be for the rest of us, 
a party for second class citizens, so 
to speak. What sort of sense does 
that make? We have seen Labor 
Parties in action before. In Minne- 
apolis last year, during the truck 
drivers’ strike, the Labor Party gov- 
ernor sent out the troops to shoot 
down the strikers. That sort of 
party the workers have no use for. 
We need a party that will not act 
as a strike-breaker, a party that 
will act to overthrow capitalism.” 

For Revolutionary Action 

Delegate Spencer, of Easton, also 
took up the cudgels for the Labor 
Party. In his opinion, 


Party was needed to “abolish the 
miseries of capitalism.” Ernest R. 
McKinney, vice-president of the 
N.U.L., replying to this speaker, 
pointed out in the course of a brief 
but pungent address, that the N.U. 
L. itself, in its corstitution rejected 
the idea of abolishing the “miseries 
of capitalism.” 


“The constitution of the National 
Unemployed League,” McKinney 
stressed, “stands for the complete 
destruction of capitalism. We know 
this can’t be done except by revo- 
lutionary action of the workers un- 
der the inspiration and leadership 
of a revolutionary political party.” 

He urged that the reformist La- 
bor Party resolution of the C. P. be 
voted down. It was. Instead, the 
convention went on record reaffirm- 
ing the stand of the P.U.L. for in- 
dependent political working class 
action, based on the experiences of 
the workers in the course of their 
struggles. 

This bid for support of. their re- 
formist venture netted the Stalin- 
ists a lesson in revolutionary con- 
duct. The Unemployed Leagues 
proved themselves too well tem- 
pered in the class struggle to fall 
for the bogus Labor Party cam- 
paign of the bankrupt C. P. 


New Officers Elected 


The convention concluded its ses- 
sjons with the election of officers 
and of a state committee. Those 
elected for the coming year are: 
Walter Weldon, President; Andrew 
Budihas, First Vice-President and 
Organizational Director; Mike Dem- 
chak, Second Vice-President; Louis 
Breier, Third Vice-President; Ed- 
win Zeiser, Fourth Vice-President ; 
Lester Heckman, Secretary; Ralph 
Weaver, Treasurer; Bill Reich, Ed- 
ucational Director. 

A stirring speech of excellent 
revolutionary and educational value, 
made by the National President of 
the Unemployed Leagues, Anthony 
Ramuglia, brought the program to 


a Labor'a close. 


NPLD Pushes 
Drive forMini 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Warnick, one of the acquitted pris- 
oners who has since been expelled 
from the Communist Party for de- 
fending Mini against C.P. charges 
that he was a “stool pigeon” should 
have great force in the appeal. In 
a statement issued yesterday, Felix 
Morrow, temporary sceretary of the 
N.P.L.D., said: 

“With all the legal ammunition 
at our disposal, we need only a 
powder charge of sufficient force 
to blow down the prison walls and 
get these innocent workers out of 
San Quentin. The charge must 
come in the form of a great protest 
movement. Such a movement can 
be built, and the N.P.L.D. is begin- 
ning to build it. 


“The failure of the I.1..D. to at- 
tend the first conference is far from 
encouraging, They will tend to 
paralyze the mass movement if 
they persist in splitting it by 
branding as a stool-pigeon a worker 
whose only crimes are that he 
helped organize a union, and that 
he disagrees with the C.P. The 
fact that the C. P. organ, the Wes- 
tern Worker, brazenly drops Mini’s 
name from the list of appealants in 
this case, indicates the probable at- 
titude of the 1.L.D. That organiz- 
ation disgraced itself during the 
trial and if it persists in its pres- 
ent attitude, it will do so again.” 

€. P. Opposes Unity 

During the trial, the N.P.L.D.’s 
Sacramento fight had the endorse- 
ment and backing of the N.E.C. of 
the Socialist Party; the California 
Socialist Party: the Joint Boards 
of the I.L.G.W.U. in New York, 
San Francisco and Boston; the 
United Hebrew Trades of New 
York and many other labor organ- 
izations. It provided Mini with an 
attorney. It rescued the Sacramen- 
to issue from the obscurity to which 
the I.L.D., annoyed with the anti- 
bureaucratic tendencies of some of 
the prisoners, had consigned it. It 
forced the 1.L.D. and C.P. into a 
united front defense committee. 
The C.P. smashed this front within 
a few days, and thereby did untold 
damage to the defense movement, 
driving away all elements except 
those in political agreement with 
the C. P. 

After pretending for some time 
that the smashing of the united 
front was the “fault” of the Work- 
ers Party and the Socialist Party, 
the Communist Party has at last 
let the cat out of the bag. A cur- 
rent issue of the Western Worker 
contains a long screed denouncing 
Charles Gordon, San Francisco I. 
L.D. organizer, for “opportunism.” 
One of the chief instances of such 
opportunism cited is that Gordon 
signed a united front pact for the 
defense of all the Sacramento pris- 
oners along with the N.P.L.D., the 
W. P. and what the Western Work- 
er calls “certain other organiza- 
tions” (S.P., American Civil Liber- 
ties Union, Shipyard Workers In- 
dustrial Union, etc.). Thus the C. 
P., which is simultaneously begging 
the S.P. for a united front, admits 
a principled objection to such a 
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united front in defense of class war 
prisoners! 


According to Herbert Solow, who | 


has corresponded with Mini on the 
matter, the I.L.D.’s refusal to con- 
sider the possibility of joint action 
even to the extent of having a sin- 
gle, joint legal staff, would compel 
the N.P.L.D. to undertake an en- 
tirely separate appeal for Mini. 
The N.P.L.D. opposes leaving the 
entire matter in the I.L.D.’s hands, 
a suggestion made to Mini by Leo 
Gallagher, 1.L.D. lawyer. — 


Mini Rejects I.L.D. 

“Our opinion is that an appeal 
subject to the sole contro] of the 
I.L.D. might very well turn out to 
be worthless, The manner in which 
the I.L.D. conducted its trial fight, 
the often disastrous tactics of Leo 
Gallagher, the I.L.D.’s_ isolation 
from the organized labor move- 
ment, give no grounds for hope for 
such an appeal. 

“In the interests of all the de- 
fendants, we must fight to force the 
LL.D. into a joint appeal if that 
is possible. If not, we must go on 
independently. This is not simply 
our view. Norman Mini writes us 
as follows: 

“After my experiences with I. 
L.D. ‘honor’ and with their legal 
and political abilities, Pd have 
imagined that no one would think 
me naive enough to turn my fate 
over to the I.L.D. unconditional- 
ly’ 

“In view of the situation, 
call on all friends of the labor 
movement to support the Mini Ap- 
peal Dinner and our future activi- 
ties.” 

Mint’s requests to the N.P.L.D 
for literature have been filled in 
part. He is now receiving the New 

York Times every day, and The 
Nation every week. He has been 
sent “Manhattan Transfer” by John 
Dos Passos. His request, for the 
New International was filled also, 
but the prison authorities confis- 
cated the theoretical organ of Mini’s 
party. A protest against this ac- 
tion is being organized by the N.P. 
L.D. 


Fur Workers Unite 


In One Organization 


(Continued from Page 1) 
clear. Those already in the Inter- 
national and the Unity Group must 
merge their forces and carry on the 
fight to make the Union a demo- 
cratic, militant one, and to banish 
from its ranks any recourse to the 
“spitting squads” and other ques- 
tionable methods of the Gold lead- 
ership as well as the autocratic and 
class-collaboration policies of the 
reactionaries. 


With the unification of the fur! 
; Dunne had hit this Stalinist and 


workers, a campaign of organiza- 
tion in preparation for a struggle 
to bring union conditions into the 
fur industry of New York is on the 
order of the day. 


COPPER MINERS STRIKE 
AT PHELPS-DODGE 
LOWELL, Ariz. (FP).—Firing of 
eight copper miners for union ac- 
tivity by the notoriously anti-labor 
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Dunne Blasts 
C.P. in Debate 


After Complete Rout 
Stalinists Apologize 
For Disruption 


MINNEAPOLIS,- Minn. — Repre 
sentatives from the C. P. and the 
Workers Party met on the platform 
of the Labor Lyceum on May 29 
and debated the municipal election 
policy of the two parties. V. R. 
Dunne of the Workers Party upheld 
the position of the W.P. and Harry 
Mayville spoke for the C.P. The 
debate was sponsored by the Dis- 
trict Executive Committee of the 
Workmen’s Circle, with Ruben Latz 
of that group acting as chairman. 


Tiala Ducks Out 

Alfred Tiala, district organizer 
for the C.P., was scheduled to speak 
for the negative, but failed to ap- 
pear. As a matter of fact the Stal- 
inists arrived in a body, with a 
noisy clique all organized, and ob- 
viously had no intention of going 
through with the debate, though it 
had been widely advertised on the 
North Side for some days in ad- 
vance. Their plans called for 
branding the whole affair a fake 
and then taking over the meeting 
and disbanding it. But Harry May- 
ville. a leading Stalinist here, in- 
sisted on going through with the 
debate as scheduled and agreed to 
speak for the C.P.’s position on the 
municipal elections. 

V. R. Dunne led off by posing 
the tasks of the. revolutionary 
party, giving the history of the 
Workers Party of the United States, 
and then proceeded to evaluate the 
relative importance of the munici- 
pal election. He was careful to 
point out that the Farmer-Laborites 
in office are not to be trusted; that 
such a reformist party could never 
make any lasting gains for the 
workers. He showed that by sup- 
porting the Farmer-Labor ticket in 
the coming election, the Ww. P. was 
simply showing its readiness to go 
with the workers who want to deal 
a blow to the bloody Citizens Alli- 
ance regime which had ordered the 
shooting. of workers in the Truck 
Drivers Strike last year. With the 
issue so clearly drawn it would be 
a mistake for the revolutionary 
party to risk the defection of 
enough votes to permit the Citizens 
Alliance candidates to win. 

Mayville then took the floor and 
expounded the Stalinist position, ex- 
hibiting all the weaknesses and 
flaws in their distorted “theory.” 
He urged the workers not to sup- 
port the Farmer-Laborites as they 
had voted machine guns, pay for 
the deputies, etc., in the city coun- 
cil, Yet in the next breath he 
would insist that “the Farmer-La- 
bor Party can be transformed into 
a class struggle party.” Instead of 
one Olson, the Stalinists would give 
us a thousand. 


Dunne on Stalinism 

In his second speech, V. R. Dunne 
went into the disasters of Stalinism 
on an international scale—the Brit- 
ish General Strike, and the infamous 
bloc with Purcell and Hicks; the 
complete subordinaton of the Chin- 
ese C. P. to the petty bourgeois Kou 
Min Tang, with the subsequent 
blood-letting of the revolution; the 
C. P.’s tragie behavior in Germany ; 
it’s non-appearance in Austria and 
Spain; it’s milk and water position 
in France. “The Communist Party 
today is no more the party of Lenin 
than is the Republican Party the 
party of Lincoln,” stated Dunne. 

Mayville’s tongue wes covered 
with hair when it came to answer- 
ing our charges. Social fascism, 
the united front from below, the 
C. P.s recent stand against a labor 


-| party, the parteipation of Russia in 


the League of Nations—not a word 
about this monstrous bouquet from 
Mayville. “You still read about the 
bandit armies in China,” he said. 
“T guess that looks like the Chinese 
revolution is sunk, eh?” 

It should be stressed that May- 
ville’s pitiful theoretical armour is 
certainly no exception among the 
Stalin'sts—rather is he better pre- 
pared than his other comrades. Yet 
he either does not know the facts of 
international polities or he does not 
know Lenin. For him, for instance, 
the Chinese revolution can come 
about without the leadership of the 
city workers. For him the Chinese 
revolution can come about even 
though the revolutionary parties 
lie crushed and bleeding from a 
thousand wounds, or as yet weak 
‘and impotent. And so on, down 
through the list. 


Old Slanders Answered 
All the old charges were brought 
up against us during the question 
Period. We “Trotskyites” had urged 
the truck strikers to beat up the 
Stalinists; we had not gone on the 
picket lines; six vears ago V. R. 


sent him to the hospital, had broken 
that man’s jaw on Bridge Square; 
Grant Dunne had voted in the Cen- 
tral Labor Union to offer Governor 
Olson a vote of thanks for his use 
of the militia in the truck strike; 
we had called Mayville and the rest 
of the Stalinist “United Front” can- 
didates “tools of the Citizens Alli- 
ance”; we had not exposed Olson 


Phelps-Dodge Corp. has led to ajin the Organizer, the daily strike 


strike of the Bisbee Miners Union. 


bulletin; Trotsky was kicked out of 


The strike was about 75 percent ef-| the Soviet Union because he called 


fective at the start. 


for production of consumers goods 
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Letters to the Editor 
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From Comrade To 
‘Disrupter’’, C.P. Style 


WACO, Texas—How the Com- 
munist Party “protects” class-war 
prisoners is shown by its final be- 
trayal of Dr. John Greenberg. Dr. 
Greenberg, who is being deported 
to Roumania for activities in be- 
half of the Communist Party, has 
been denied a visa to the Soviet 
Union—upon recommendation of the 
Communist Party. 

Three years ago, Greenberg, a 
local dentist, began to organize the 
workers and farmers in this vicin- 
ity. Although many lynchings have 
occurred in this plantstion area, 
Greenberg preached inter-racial 
equality and unity from the public 
square. To the Communist Party 
at that time, the Jewish dentist 
was “Comrade Greenberg.” But 
when he was seized by the Immi- 
gration Department, he immediate- 
ly became a “disrupter.” 

This was a most convenient 
method to free the organization 
from its elementary obligation of 
defending a man who had risked 
his life for its principles. Green- 
berg was arrested three years ago. 
The International Labor Defense 
has never issued a mass appeal for 
a struggle in his behalf. The Daily 
Worker has barely mentioned the 
incident. Instead of arousing sup- 


' The campaign for the eight-page 


New Militant is on. August first is 
the time for its appearance. 

All preparations are now on the 
rush order list. In the office steps 
are being taken to build up a staff 
of capable writers and to work out 
the general character and the type 
of contents for the enlarged issues. 
Our readers may rest assured that 
there will be a good many new and 
valuable features added. Detailed 
announcements of this phase of our 
efforts will be made as we go along 
with the campaign. 

The next step we now leave up 
to the New Militant supporters. 
That should be expressed concrete- 
ly. In last week’s issue various 
ways of realizing the funds neces- 
sary were proposed. At this time 
suffice it to emphasize only the fact 
that the first response should be a 
direct cash contribution. Such mat- 
ters as obtaining pledges for the 
security fund, soliciting advance 
subscriptions and sending in greet- 
ings to the first eight-page issue 
should follow next. But as a whole 
the various means proposed can be 
made use of. 

We shall forward the necessary 
material to follow up in the cam- 
paign to all Workers Party branch- 
es and to all supporters of our 
press. Meanwhile there should be 
no delay in taking the first step and 
forward the cash contributions. 

Let it be clearly understood that 
we have essentially one subject in 
view by the proposed enlargement 
of the New Militant; namely to 
build up a much more effective 
party spokesman, educator and or- 
ganizer; to afford a much more ef- 
fective champion of the cause of 
the working class now faced with 
momentous struggles. This is the 
objective. This is how we pro- 
pose to face the working class prob- 
lems of the future. It is for this 


rather than capital goods; etc., ete. 

These, l'es and slanders were 
each one, branded for what they 
were by our representative. We 
have answered them a hundred 
times before, yet they will undoubt- 
edly be hurled at us a hundred 
times in the future. It is only in 
this way that Stalin and his bur- 
eaucrats can retain their ‘“mono- 
lth.’ 

Complete Rout of C. P. 

Unquestionably, ' many of their 
representatives were astonished to 
hear from a Workers Party spokes- 
man what the Workers Party really 
stands for, what our stand is to- 
wards the Soviet Union, ete. When 
the debate was clearly turning into 
a complete rout for them, the C. P. 
leaders and their sympathizers re- 
sorted to disruptive tactics. They 
took the floor for speeches instead 
of questions, they refused to sit 
down. They refused to permit our 
questioners to get at Mayville. Sev- 
eral times the meeting threatened 
to end up in a free-for-all. At the 
hint of violence the more timid 
Farmer-Laborites quickly left the 
hall. The chairman finally estab- 
lished order and the meeting came 
to a close. 

It is interesting to note that a 
couple of days later, a committee 
from the Stalinists called on Latz, 
the chairman, and apologized for 
their behavior during the debate. 
“But after all, how did you expect 
us to sit there and hear our Party 
criticized so?” A Baptist deacon 
hearing a few facts about God feels 
much the same way. 


PAUL LUTTINGER, M.D. 
DANIEL LUTTINGER. M.D. 


5 Washington Square North 


1-2 and 6-8 Except Sundays 
and Holidays. 


OO tr RR NE 


port for a man whose theoretical 
knowledge is very valuable, the 


members of the Communist Party 
in this state engaged in a whisper- 
ing campaign. 


While the charges were still 
pending against Greenberg, the In- 
ternational Labor Defense and 
Communist Party withdrew entirely 
from the case. : The district organ- 
ization of the C.P. served notice 
that Greenberg was no longer to be 
recognized as a comrade. The 
dentist had offended the Party by 
erticizing the inadequacy of his de- 
fense. Greenberg was in no danger, 
anyhow, so the district organization 
said, 


Suddenly and without warning, 
the Department of Labor issued a 
warrant of deportation for the den- 
tist. In desperation, Greenberg ap- 
plied for a passport to the Soviet 
Union. The district orgonizer of 
the Communist Party came here 
several weeks ago, made inquiries, 
looked wise, and said nothing. That 
his report upon the matter was un- 
favorable is obvious. John Green- 
berg goes to Roumania and the gal- 
lows. The fascist government of 
King Carol may congratulate itself 
upon possessing such sincere and 
uncompromising revolutionary al- 
lies, 


— Worker Tonner: 


aim that we ask your support. 
Make checks and money orders 

payable to the New Militant, 55 

East 11th Street, New York, N. Y. 


ITALIANS MUTINY AS MOBIL- 
IZATION GIVES NATION JUMP 


LONDON (FP).— Present mili- 
tary mobilization in Italy is being 
accompanied by a great deal of 
rioting and mutiny, private letters 
received in London by persons with 
friends or relatives in the Italian 
army reveal, 

Authentic reports relate that in 
one town, women rushed into the 
barracks and attempted to drag 
their sons away, crying: “We don’t 
want our sons to go to be killed.” 

In another town, soldiers march- 
ing in the streets shouted back at 
the crowds who cheered them. 
Their replies were the equiva]ent of 
“Yeah, why don’t you go and fight? 
We don’t want to.” 

In other towns streets were ab- 
solutely barren and silent as the 
soldiers march to concentration 
points. 

The German propaganda office is 
said to have issued instructions to 
all papers that no mention be made 
of mutinies during the Italian mo- 
bilization. 

Italy is betting on the outbreak 
of war in Europe before she be- 
comes ‘hopelessly involved in the 
Abyssinian adventure, according to 
The Week, a privately published 
and circulated newspaper in Lon- 
don noted for its ability in fore- 
casting events. 


What to Attend 


CHICAGO PICNIC 
SUNDAY, JUNE 23 
at Forest Glen 
(Forest Preserves) 
Directions: Elston Car to end of 
line—transfer to bus and get off 
at Forest Glen Avenue. 


Sunday, Jun 16—Hike to Hunters 


I : i . aj 2 
sland. Starting 10:30 A.M. Take ithe rubber company it is agreed by 


Lexington Ave. Subway to Pel- 
ham ‘Park and hike the rest of 
way. Auspices: Spartacus Youth 
League. 

Sunday, June 16—Harlem Branch 
hike-picnic to Palisades, across 
Dyckman’s St. ferry. Meet at 29 
West 120th St. no later than 9:30 
sharp. Drawing of 3-prize raffle, 
games, eats. 

Saturday, June 22, 8:30 p.m.—Dance 
& entertainment given by Branch 
1 at branch headquarters, 420 E. 
19th St. 


WORKERS 


Protect Yourselves Against the. 
Hazards of Life. Join the 
WORKMEN’S SICK & DEATH 
BENEFIT FUND OF THE U.S. 


1884-1935 


Organized, managed by and for 
workers with only one purpose: 
to render protection to members 


and their families. and to sup- 
port all endeavors and struggles 


for the improvement of toilers. 
About 50,000 members organ- 


iged in 850 branches. 
83,400,000. 

Death benefit graded accord- 
ing to age at entry. Sick Benefit 
paymests from $360 to §900—to 
men and women, according to 
classes. 


Monthly assessments from 45c | 
to $2.20. 
For further information apply 


to Main Office: 
714 Seneca Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. 


Reserves 


SATURDAY, JUNE 15, 1935 


Rubber Barons 
BeginOffensive 


New Line Is Pretext 
for Firining Active 
Progressives 


By GEORGE PAPCUN 

AKRON, Ohio.—The NRA casti- 
gation by the United States Su- 
preme Court had its immediate re- 
nercussions in Akron rubber plants. 
The rubber barons wasted but little 
t'me in calling the meeting of the 
board of directors of the rubber 
manufacturers association, which 
started its meeting in New York 
City on June 4. 

The unions in their weakened 
position have not been combated 
openly by the rubber manufactur- 
ers, but rather through soft-soaping 
which disarmed them in the matter 
of grievances since their betrayal in 
April. And there is no doubt in any 
of the rubber workers’ minds today 
in Akron that under the pretense 
of seasonal lay-offs in the rubber 
industry that the manufacturers, 
especially in tire, are taking steps 
to rid the plants of the militant 
trade union members within. 

Second Offensive 

This will be the second offensive 
of the rubber barons against the 
rubber workers since the betrayal. 
The first was when the India Rub- 
ber Co. was forced to lock out its 
workers until they agreed to an 
open shop in the only closed shop 
t're plant in the entire country. 
This is no secret, as everyone in 
and around Akron was well aware 
of it. And after being out several 
weeks, picketing the plant 24 hours 
of the day, the open shop was put 
over with the help of Colman C. 
Claherty who shadow-boxed against 
the India Rubber Co. but took no 
measures to put up a real stand 
against the drive of the rubber 
manufacturers, 

The dirtiest part of the whole 
fake fight of Claherty was that he 
refused to declare a strike, and got 
the workers to believing that they 
merely should try to show the pub- 
lic that it was the India Rubber 
Co.’s fault, without any real fight- 
ing measures to combat the com- 
pany. This company, which is a 
small tire building concern, could 
have been combated even through 
the weak sabotage methods of ask- 
ing the members of unions not to 
buy union made tires. In the main 
this is the way that the company’s 
trade has been built up throughout. 
the entire country. And once a 
bankrupt concern, it was able to 
build a big business and begin to 
show a profit on the basis of its 
trade among union members and 
the strength of its union label. 

Lay-Off Begins 

The same thing is happening in 
this present attack on the rubber 
workers, which the officers of the 
rubber manufacturers call a season- 
al lay-off. It will be mwely a 
means to get rid of the fighting 
trade union members, to starve 
them into submission, or to com- 
pletely eliminate them. In this of 
course, the rubber barons are 
helped by the fact that they have 
huge stocks on hand remaining from 
the preparation for the strike last 
April. The leadership of the unions 
in public statements are refusing 


ito attach any significance to the 
i meeting in N. Y. where all of the 


leading officials of the Big Four 
Tire Companies will he present. 
This despite the fact that the Su- 
preme Court decision on the NRA 


iis expected to be discussed, and the 


semi-secrecy in which the meeting 
was called. It was only accident- 
ally that it leaked out in the local 
press. In spite of the denials of 


most people that the meeting will 
take up the question of hours and 
wages. This is especially important 
because even in view of the price 
war that has broken out among the 
tire companies, 


Progressives Active 

The NRA was used to prevent 
strikes in the rubber industry dur- 
ing the last 18 months when rubber 
workers could have gained some- 
thing through a struggle which was 
prevented by the cooperation of the 
officials of the rubber workers’ un- 
ion and the government. And now 
the weakened condition of the un- 
ions no doubt encourages the rubber 
barons to get rid of the last vestige 
of unionism in the rubber plants. 

The rubber barons, however, are 
not taking into account the reac- 
tion of the workers, who have had 
a lot of experience, and this may 
be the beginning of another attempt 
on the part of the workers to es- 
tabl sh a real union in Akron. 
Workers are already talking „bout 
an International. Attempts are be- 
ing made to mobilize a progressive 
group to combat Coleman C. Clah- 
erty and other enemies inside the 
organization. This is a slow and 
tedious process. 


MINNEAPOLIS (FP)--Tom Lat- 
imer, lawyer long identified with 
Farmer-Labor and radical move- 
ments in Minnesota, was elected 
mayor of Minneapolis June 10. He 
was indorsed by the Farmer-Labor 
organization. The reactionary May- 
or Bainbridge, who conducted a 
bloody attack on the teamster strik- 
ers last summer, was snowed under 
in the primaries, 
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Imperialist Objectives. . | 


The Hearst yellow press express- 
es most openly and brazenly the 
aims and objectives of American 
imperialism. Ever since Roosevelt’s 
recognition of Soviet Russia, dic- 
tated by the Japanese seizure of 
larger and larger slices of China 
and tke futile attempt of American 
capitalism to call a halt to this 
process of political pressure, Hearst 
has been engaged in a vicious coun- 
ter-propaganda to bring about the 
breaking off of this recognition. 
The recent decision of the boss 
class to push Japan into a war of 
intervention against the Soviet Un- 
ion, as manifested by the with- 
drawal of consuls and military 
aides from Russia and the serving 
of notice for all the imperialist 
world that America did not contem- 
plate a military dalliance with Rus- 
sia against Japan, was hailed by 
the yellow press as a first step in 
the right direction. Such articles 
as those of Representative Tinkham 
of Massachusetts atterapting to 
prove the “repeated breaking” of 
the Litvinov pledge not to aid or 
foster any organization having as 
its aim the overthrow of American 
capitalism or the American govern- 
ment, were designed to press for 
still further reactionary steps 
against the Soviets. And now to 
climax the black wave of chauvin- 
ism set in motion by the imperia)- 
ists, there appears the article by 
the American imperialist admiral, 
formerly commander of the Hawaii 
Naval Base, Yates Sterling. Every 
worker should read carefully this 
epitome of the major objectives of 
the American capitalist clags in the 
coming war. 


The Call for War... 


In essence Sterling issues a call 
to arms to capitalism against the 
menace of Bolshevism and prole- 
tarian revolution. This is the fun- 
damental conflict of our epoch, the 
international outcome of the class 
struggle—the victory either of com- 
munism or of capitalism. In terms 
of this basic issue Sterling appeals 
to the nations of Burope—that is to 
the capitalist ruling class—to close 
the ranks, to present one united 
front against the Soviet Union. It 
would be a terrible blunder, he 
feels, for the capitalist nations to 
permit themselves to be divided into 
two camps by their relatively minor 
clashes of interests. “Soviet Rus- 
sia remains an important, if not the 
most vital factor in any plan for 
the stabilization of Europe, yet the 
doctrines of Bolshevism ever re- 
main a menace to all capitalistic 
nations. Will the rest of Europe 
divide against itself and give Rus- 
sian propaganda an opportunity to 
drive a Red wedge between the di- 
visions?” The American admiral 
then indicates how capitalism may 
revive its waning strength at the 


How the Stalinists Ruin 
The Morale of the Red Army 


By ALPHA 

In recent months, the Kremlin 
has sct about—with enviable zeal! 
—to revise the history of the Red 
Army. The aim of this revision is 
to demonstrate, if not in form then 
in content, that Trotsky fought in 
the camp 
against the Soviets. 
exaggerating. Trotsky, they aver, 
introduced “nests of white guards” 
into the Red Army at the Eastern 
‘Front, who would unfailingly 
have rnined the cause of the revo- 
lution if Stalin had not intervened 
in the nick of time and cleansed 
the army of Trotsky’s agents. At 
the same time Trotsky shot com- 
munists, who fought courageously 
in the ranks of the Red Army, and 
the affair would inevitably have 
ended in catastrophe if once again 
it had not been for the salutary in- 
tervention of Stalin, who personally 
prefers to shoot Communists in 
peace time. 

These exceedingly interesting and 
in a manner of speaking, “sensa- 
tional” revelations raise several 
questions. 


Pertinent Questions 

First: Why are these revelations 
so belated? Is it because the young 
soviet savants have dug up a num- 
ber of unexpected discoveries from 
the archives or because a new gen- 
eration has grown up which knows 
nothing of the past? 

Secondly: What relation have 
these recent revelations with prev- 
ious ones? At the close of 1923 
they accused Trotsky of underes- 
timating the peasantry and of fav- 
oring the “permanent revolution.” 
Now, they declare that since 1917 
Trotsky was in reality an agent of 
the Whites in the Red Army, which 
was created by Stalin. Then why 
have they dinned into the ears of 
all humanity over a period of years 
about “nnder-estimation of the 
peasantry” and other trash of the 
same gender, if it concerned not a 
revolutionist but a counter-revolu- 
tionist? 

Thirdly: Why did the Bolshevik 
Party for seven years (1918-1925) 
keep at the head of the Red Army 
a man who might have destroyed it 
and not nominate Stalin who creat- 
ed it? It is impossible to explain 


We are not 


MARCH OF EVENTS 


of the White Guards | 


(By ICL Press Service) 

The re-establishment of compul- 
sory military service in Germany, 
on March 16, 1935, marks an impor- 
tant stage on the road to the second 
imperialist world war. But of still 
greater importance is the fact that 
the other European and interna- 
tional powers have accepted this 
fact, almost without any resistance 
whatsoever on their part. This re- 
action characterizes perfectly the 
entire present situation: the con- 
tradictions of imperialism have al- 
ready attained to so great a tension 
that every imperialist action can 
lead only to the outburst of a new 
war. War, however, bears with it 
dangers to the bourgeoisie itself: 
the German bourgeoisie, wracked 
by the fever of colossal crises, and 
with its imperialist wings consider- 
ably clipped by the defeat in the 
Great War, suffered particularly 
under the blows of the world eco- 
nomic crisis. 

The internal tension in Germany 
continued to become aggravated up 
to the breaking point, and it posed 
the alternative: either the abolition 
of the capitalist system, or the in- 
stallation of the Fascist dictator- 
ship. And the latter implied that 
the German imperialism would ac- 
tively, consistently and purposeful- 
ly resume the struggle for its 
‘place in the sun,” that is to say, 
the tenacious political and military 
preparation for war. 

“Drang Nach Osten” 

This preparation had to occur in 
stages, of which the initial and 
most important stage is the destruc- 
tion of the working class movement, 
and the enslavement of the entire 
German proletariat. A disarmed 
proletariat is not only the neces- 
sary pre-requisite for intense ex- 
ploitation, but it is also, at the same 
time, the necessary guarantee for 
the possibility of preparing war 
without being fettered internally, 
so that the outbreak of the war 
does not meet with any organized 
resistance on the part of the prole- 
tarian masses. After having hurd- 
led this first stage, with more than 
adequate success, Fascism is actu- 
ally proceeding to concentrate its 
attention upon the military and 
ideological preparation for war. 
Compulsory military service is the 
symbol of it. 

Let us briefly review once again 
the European and international 
seene. We have already sketched 
in the background the instability 
and the force of the imperialist con- 
tradictions which do not allow any 
check to be exercised upon the ag- 
gressiveness of German imperial- 
ism. While the Fascist dictatorship 
in no way hides its “Drang Nach 
Osten” (the Drive Eastward), 
while it flaunts the obstacles on 
this road, such as the ‘Eastern 
Pact”—so many times discussed and 
so frequently modified—and while 
it openly refuses to conclude a 
“non-aggression pact” with Lithu- 
ania, the avenue for the invasion of 
the U.S.S.R., but poses instead as 
the “bulwark against the world 
danger of Bolshevism”—all the ef- 
forts of other imperialist powers 
(with the exception of Japan and 
Poland, the allies of Germany) are 
aimed towards maintaining toe in- 
ternational and European status 
quo. This is not a solution, but 
merely the protraction of the solu- 
tion. The only solution possibie for 
the ‘mterialist contradiction is, as 
always, war. 

No Solution at All 

All the efforts to maintain the 
European status quo, and all the 
results achieved on this path are 


only of a provisional and tempor- 
ee ) 


soldier who knows from experience 
what is involved would arrive at 
about the following conclusion: 

‘When they accused Trotsky of 

‘under-estimating the peasantry’ 
I thought it might probably be 
true: the question was complex 
and difficult to figure out. But 
when they tell me that Trotsky 
introduced nests of white guards 
in the Red Army then I say 
squarely: the present leaders are 
lying! And if they lie so impu- 
dently on the civil war, then 
truly they also lie on the matter 
of the ‘under-estimation’ of the 
peasantry.” 

The result of the new campaign 
of sensational revelations can only 
be the following: ruining confidence 
in the leadership, in the old and 
the new, in all leadership. 

“Killed”? Again 

One has then to ask oneself: why 
then does the Stalinist clique find 
it necessary at the present time— 
1935—to embark on such double- 
edged revelations, which at least, 
are 50 percent  self-revelations? 
Trotskyism was killed in 1925, then 
killed again in 1927, irrevocably 
killed in 1928 (deportation of Trot- 
sky to Alma Ata) the “last re- 
mains” of the “miserable debris” 
were once again exterminated after 
Trotsky’s expulsion from the coun- 
try where he was conclusively “un- 
masked” as an agent of imperial- 
ism. It seems that it would be 
time to pass to the order of the 
day. But no, messieurs, the leaders 
cannot remain at peace: they find 
it necessary to wrack their brain: 
would it be possible to invent some- 
thing else, stronger, more power- 
ful, more poisoned, which will real- 
ly and truly kill this Trotskyism 
that has already been killed at 
least seven times. 


WEBER 


expense of Russia and China. Ger- 
many must convince the rest of 
Europe, in particular France, that 
her arming is solely for use against 
the Soviets. 


“If Germany can make Europe 
believe that her rearming is against 
Russia, and that Russia is a great 
danger, might not the Little Enten- 
te fiy asunder and realign itself 
with Germany against a common 
enemy—Communism? Where then 
will be the Franco-Russian pact?” 
Where indeed! Stirling hopes fer- 
vently for the appearance of a lead- 
er (Hitler ) with the driving power 
to unite capitalism under a single 
banner. “In the guise of such a 
great crusade, maybe yet inarticu- 
late in men’s thoughts, cannot one 
see the outlines of @ daring plan, 
not only forever (forever, Admir- 
al?) laying the ghost of Bolshevism 
but for opening up the fertile lands 
of Russia to a crowded and indus- 
trially hungry Europe?” The Marx- 
ist could set forth no more clearly 
the way in which capitalism hopes 
to issue from its general world 
crisis—by the method of war and 
plunder, the subjugation of the 
peoples of the Soviet Union and 
Asia. This is the only method 
known to imperialism in its desire 
to maintain the system of exploita- 
tion. The imperialists look with 
greedy eyes on the one-sixth of the 
globe under the banner of the Sov- 
iets, thereby cut off from capitalist 
exploitation and the making of pro- 
fits. Stirling shows how the war 
will start the wheels of industry 
going—for the purposes of human 
and material destruction. The tens 
of millions of lives that will be sac- 
rificed in this “crusade” will be 
counted well spent by the imperial- 
ists if they are shed for the preser- 
vation of a system rapidly decay- 
ing towards barbarism. 


American Preparation 


The United States is preparing 
just as feverishly as the other cap- 
italist nations for the next world 
war. These preparations are not 
merely of a military technical na- 
ture. Stirling shows clearly the 
preliminary arrangements of polit- 
ical objectives in the coming catas- 
trophe. It is no accident that Ster- 
ling writes in this fashion at this 
time. The American ruling class 
is preparing internally also for the 
conflict that wll determine its fu- 
ture in Asia, its life or death, The 
scrapping of all pretences that the 
government seeks the “betterment” 
of the masses, the casting aside of 
the shams of the NRA, the open and 
more and more brutal attack on the 
working class in this country, are 
all preparations also for the next 
war. The ruling class shows its 
mailed fist internally and externally 
to its greatest enemy, the world 
proletariat, And first and foremost 
to the American working class. 


l that only by the well-known modes- 
ty of Stalin, for what was involved 
here was the life and death of the 
revolution. It is also impossible to 
speak of the sparsity of informa- 
tion in the party: Stalin knew what 
he was doing when he cleansed the 
Red Army of the counter-revolu- 
tionary nests introduced in it by 
Trotsky and when he stopped the 
{execution of commmunists, which 
right he reserves exclusively for 
himself. And since Stalin could 
inot have acted without the author- 
ity of the Political Bureau, this 
also means that the Political Bur- 
eau was informed of the affair. 
What About Lenin? 

Certainly the Political Bureau of 
that time was composed in its ma- 
jority of counter-revolutionists or 
of candidates for the counter-revo- 
lution (Trotsky, Kamenev, Zino- 
viev). But Lenin? Let us grant 
that he was`ʻa bad judge of things 
and people (his “testament” allows 
us to come to such a conclusion). 
But Stalin himself? Why did he 
not pose before the Central Com- 
t mittee and before the Party the 
question of the insidious work of 
Trotsky in the Red Army at the 
time of civil war? 

The Red Soldier who knows how 
to read and to reflect, in remarking 
the old pamphlets or magazines, 
must say to himself: 

“For seven years Trotsky was 
at the head of the Red Army and 
the Red Fleet. They named him 
the leader of the armed forces of 
the Soviet Republic. Trotsky re- 
ceived the oath of the Red Sold- 
iers. He has shown himself to be 
a traitor. His criminal acts 
caused hundreds of thousands of 
superfluous victims. Who has de- 
celyed us? The Political Bureau 
with Lenin at its head. That 
is to say, there sat in the 
Political Bureau traitors and 
men who shielded traitors. But 
perhaps they will deceive me 
again? They speak to me of the 
treachery of Trotsky only ten 
years after his retirement. And 
when will they speak to me of 
the treachery of Stalin and Vor- 
oshilov? Who can one believe?” 

That is what the young reflective 
Red Soldier would say. The old 


NEW MILITANT _ 


Consequences of Hitler’s Program for 
The International Working Class 


ary nature; they are based solely 
upon an agreement to do nothing 
except maintain the condition of 
stability. This situation received 
its classic illustration, just recently, 
at the Stresa Conference. 

What is the important aspect in 
this situation as regards Fascist 
Germany? From the diplomatic 
standpoint, the leading role claimed 
by Germany in its veampaign against 
the U.S.S.R. is not yet an accom- 
plished fact;—but with regard to 
political power, Germany is able to 
gain the time, the occasion and the 
possibility to deploy and strengthen 
its positic.s. and to prepare care- 
fully for its invasion of the Fast, 
and at the same time to increase 
its importance as a leading or an 
¿lled factor. 

Such is the situation as it actual- 
ly shapes itself on the political 
horizon. The question of war is 
posed, and it stands; the question 
of “when, how and where?’ does 
not bear a decisive importance. It 
may well be that the Archduke who 
will this time go travelling to Sara- 
jevo has not packed his trunks yet. 

But there is indeed another, and 
a very burning question: it is the 
necessity for preparing the inter- 
national working class for the com- 
ing military conflicts, and for forg- 
ing all its forces into a solid front 
of international resistance against 
a new world slaughter. 

In Germany Proper 

But how does this question pose 
itself in Germany, the pivot point 
of the drive towards the imperial- 
ist war? 

The German working class still 
finds itself in an atomized and dis- 
oriented condition. The Fascist 
dictatorship has accomplished in 
thoroughgoing manner the job of 
destroying the workingclass organ- 
izations, and even bourgeois and 
reactionary organizations which 
could become the centers of opposi- 
tion. Only recently the “German 
Labor Front,” a concoction of the 
debris of reformist trade unions, 
underwent another transmutation, 
being “incorporated” with the capi- 
talist exploiters and white-collar 
slaves. There is not a vestige left 
of a purely working class organiza- 
tion. 

The militarization of daily life 
has proceeded still further, of re- 
cent days. The life of the entire 
population has been clamped within 
the military framework. The forms 
may differ, but the essence remains 
the same. Already the school chil- 
dren are compelled to receive mili- 
tary training, and in the train there 
follow military exercises, compul- 
sory labor, extra-curricular mili- 


tary sports, rounded out by forced 
labor for the unemployed. Work 
in the industrial enterprizes has as- 
sumed more and more open military 


forms, particularly since the estab- 
lishment of the so-called “Law of 
Labor,” in accordance with which 
the boss is entitled “the chief” of 
the enterprise, and the workers the 
“followers.” All these varieties of 
military forms are now crowned 
with compulsory military service. 


Labor Passive 

This militarization of all the 
phases of national life cannot pass 
without consequences. The masses 
of. the population are under the 
permanent press of Fascism. The 
absence of any serious possibilities 
for resistance must act to extend 
the feeling of submission to the 
Fascist hangmen, superimposed 
upon the realization of the grave 
defeat suffered: in 1933. At present 
the outstanding characteristic of 
the masses of the population is pas- 
sivity, and the widest strata are 
already plunged into complete ap- 
athy. To this must be added the 
fact that the youth, who are the 
prime material for militarization, 
lack political experience, and their 
manifestations of discontent are for 
the most part merely lost in the 
void. The revolutionary proletarian 
cadres are still too weak and few 
in Germany, and they are in no 
condition to intervene everywhere 
they should. Disintegrated in the 
past by the reformist and Stalinist 
schools they still lack today the 
possibility of finding a correct po- 
litical orientation, and by this very 
fact, likewise the possibility of ap- 
plying the necessary and corres- 
ponding tactics. 

According to reports coming from 
Germany, there prevails among the 
widest strata a spirit of fatalism 
as regards the war danger. The 
outbreak of the war, its inevitabil- 
ity, appear to them to be a certain- 
ty. This reveals not an enthusiasm 
for war, but rather fatalism and 
apathy. The compulsory military 
service implies the further streng- 
thening of the Fascist dictatorship; 
it assuredly meets with the appro- 
bation of wide strata of the popula- 
tion, particularly among the petty- 
bourgeoisie who aspire to new posts, 
and who hope for a boom in their 
affairs, and it acts to strengthen 
the feeling of impotence among the 
rest: “Hitler can do whatever he 
pleases,” 

The Double-Edged Sword 

Conscription has bound the Ger- 
man proletariat more firmly in its 
chains, and it poses new and col- 
ossal tasks before the revolutionary 
elements. Anti-militaristie work has 


British I. L. P. Marks Time 
Report of Conference Shows 


We reprint the following ac- 
count and analysis of the confer- 
ence of the British Independent 
Labor Party from the Vanguard, 
bi-weekly organ of the Workers 
Party of Canada. =~ Ed. 


The 43rà anne Conference of 
the British I.L.P. held at Derby 
during Easter week-end was looked 
forward to with keen interest by 
all sections of the revolutionary 
working class movement. The 
party’s participation in the confer- 
ences of the independent revolution- 
ary socialist parties, its united front 
activities with the C.P.G.B., its es- 
timation of the international situa- 
tion were expected to provide lively 
and interesting debate. 

No decision however of a definite 
character regarding future policy 
was made, unless we are to consider 
an endorsation of the policy of the 
present leadership as such. But 
this was more an endorsation of a 
lack of policy than otherwise. 

Compared with past conferences 
the debate brought out the funda- 
mental tendencies reflected in the 
international movement more sharp- 
ly and clearly than ever before, and 
indicated that despite the expressed 
desire of the National Committee, 
“to preserve an even keel among 
all the stormy currents” (Maxton) 
the I.L.P. membership is being 
forced by the pressure of interna- 
tional events to make up its mind 
¿n which direetion it must travel. 

Stalinists Balked 

One thing stands out from the 
proceedings—that the hope of the 
Stalinists to “capture” the I.L.P. or 
win it for affiliation to the Comin- 
tern is now a dead issue. This was 
clearly evidenced in the debates and 
in the waning support given to the 
spokesmen of this tendency. The 
decision on the Guild of Youth 
(LL.P.) means the affilation of the 
Guild to the Young Communist In- 
ternational is now definitely broken 
and although a small minority of 
the youth will probably go home 
to Stalinism, the main body are 
earnestly seeking a revolutionary 
orientation particularly internation- 
ally, which will lead them away 
from Stalinism onto the path of a 
New Youth International. In this 
respect they can render a great 
service to the LL.P. in exposing 
and undermining the centrist role 
and influence of the N.A.C. 


While the United front with the, 
C. P. remains on the books there! 
was much denunciation of the “use- 
lessness” of these activities. 
Govern referred to the C. I. as a 
“bogus international,’ and when 
Stephen said in effect that there 
must be something far wrong with 


the C. I. when it continues to char- . 


acterize one of the world’s foremost : 
revolutionists ong thinkers, L. 
Trotsky, as a “counter-revolution- 
ist,’ there took place.one of the 
most demonstrative ovations of the 
whole conference. 

Three Main Lines 


Fenner Brockway writes in the 


New Leader, that three main lines: 


of thought or policy manifested 
themselves at the conference, 
quote from his article: 

“They may be described broadly 
as the ‘Communist’ line, the ‘Trot- 
sky’ line, and the ‘Revolutionary 
Socialist? line. The I.L.P. Confer- 
ence proved that the vast majority 
of the I.L.P. accept the ‘Revolu- 
tionary Socialist’ line, and only 
fractions the ‘Communist’ and ‘Trot- 
sky’ line.” 

He describes these 
follows: 

“The ‘Communist’ line would join 
the I.L.P. and the Communist Party 
together in a United Communist 
Party affiliated to the Communist 
International. The ‘Trotsky’ line 
would form a New International. 
The ‘Revolutionary Socialist’ line 
sees that the future revolutionary 
movement, both in this country and 
internationally must be something 
much bigger than a union of forces 
between the I.L.P. and the Com- 
munist Party or the Revolutionary 
Parties and the Communist ‘Inter- 
national. 


“It (the R. S. line) recognizes 
that revolutionary Socialist thought 
and spirit is growing in all sections 
of the working class. It is inevit- 
able that under the present condi- 
tions in the world ‘it should grow 
everywhere. 

“The time must come when this 
common thought and spirit will 
leap over all organizational barriers 
aud create the united revolutionary 
movement which alone will be equal 
to the task of winning workers’ 
power and establishing socialism. 

“To join the Communist Interna- 
tional or to form a Fourth Interna- 
tional under these circumstances is 


“lines” as 


Me- | 


Behind The Rearmament Of Germany ae a 


become the principal task ahead. 
Compulsory service opens up new 
anti-fascist and revolutionary pos- 
sibilities but it also presents new 
and onerous duties. The fate of 
the impending Fascist war against 
.the U.S.S.R. depends above all on 


the success of the anti-militarist 
work in Germany. Universal mili- 


tary service is a double-edged sword 
for the Fascist dictatorship, as well. 
Our task must consist in seeing to 
it that the weapons which are 
now in the hands of the German 
proletariat be turned in the last 
analysis against the Fascists them- 
selves. This requires tenacious and 
systematie work. 

It is impossible to conceive of 
genuine success in revolutionary 
and anti-militarist work in Ger- 
many except from the standpoint 
of the formation of a new commun- 
ist party. But the starting point 
for the latter is not as yet very 
favorable. It is true that here and 
there revioutionary cadres obtain 
new possibilities to carry on work 
and at times even the opportunity 
to assume the leadership of isolated 
actions, above all in the enterpris- 
es, and in the forced labor camps; 
but these successes are very small 
indeed. They do not at all imply 
the transition of the working class 

; to postpone the coming of revolu- 
tionary unity.” 

Brockway then offers his criticism 
which has no principled political or 
theoretical basis, 

| The Third International is “top 
| heavy.” It embraces millions of 
| Russian workers and only thou- 
sands in other countries. 

“This unbalanced condition of 
| the Communist International,” he 
: writes, “has resulted in mistake 
| after mistake—dual unionism, the 
t theory of social fascism, the Com- 


to the offensive. The Stalinists 


quences. Up to now, this method, 
as has been amply demonstrated, 
does more harm than good. And it 
is precisely the work under new 
conditions that demands a complete 
break with these old methods. With 
the war drawing closer, the ques- 
tion of the new communist party 
assumes an ever increasing sharp- 
ness, 
International Support Vital 

But the question of raising the 
class conscious power of the Ger- 
man proletariat is, primarily, an 
international question. In Germany 
the best forces await the assistance 
of the international working class. 
An active struggle against the war 


of Germany could not fail to aug- 
ment the disorganization and the 
disorientation of the German work- 
ing class. Just as the question of 
the new communist party poses it- 
self in Germany in all its sharp- 
ness, so the question of the Fourth 
International is posed before the 
international proletariat. A serioug 
step forward taken in this direc- 
tion would have important reper- 
cussions in Germany. Today, more 
than ever the German proletariat 
depends upon international solidar- 
ity and the international 
struggle. 


class 


munist-Nazi alliance on the German 
referendum, the ‘over-riding of ma- 
į jorities in Communist Parties and 
aes imposition from above of new 
leaderships. These mistakes have 
had such a disastrous effect upon 
other sections of the working class 
that there is no-hope of the growing 
revolutionary movement outside the 
Communist International going into 
it to redress the balance.” 


Tol “The United Revolutionary In- 
ternational of the future,” he con- 
tinues, “will not grow out of the 
present Communist International, 

will be a coming together of all the 
revolutionary forces within the 
present Internationals and outside 
them. This is the Revolutionary 
Socialist line.” 

So there is the “line” which 
Brockway is pleased to term the 
Revolutionary Socialist line. A 
typical centrist opportunist line; a 
line which declares that the Second 
International “can be of no effec- 
tive service to the working class”; 
a line which rejects affiliation to 
the Third International; a line 
which records the growing revolu- 
tionary thought and spirit outside 
the internationals, but which refus- 
es openly to proclaim the need for 
a New International, but endeavors 
to steer an even keel in the stormy 
international waters. 

As the LLP. leadership with 
Ramsay MacDonald at the helm, in 
the days when true revolutionary 


{parties had to decide their attitude 


towards the New (third) Interna- 
tional after the ignominious col- 
lapse of the Second steered and 
maneuvered. for some ha.bor in be- 
tween—for a two-and-a-half Inter- 
national. so the present leadership 
is looking for some three-and-a-half 
International. It vaguely talks 
about eventual unity of all revolu- 
tionary forces. 
The Present Need 

But the working class makes its 
own history. Furthermore the ques- 
tion here is not of merely forming, 
in some narrow mechanical manner, 
a New Fourth International, but 

(Continued on Page 4) 


continue to pursue their old meth- 
ods of action at any price, without 
taking stock of the possible conse- 


danger in other countries would 

have a revivifying repercussion 

upon the German proletariat. On benefit. 

the other hand, the policy of “na-|H. B, NEW YORK 

tional unity” in countries outside] Question: Dees not the bureau- 


Box 


By A. WEAVER ——! 


Question: Would it be best in the 
U.S.A. if production were so carried 
on that only “simple reproduction” 
took place? 

Answer: Under capitalism ‘“sim- 
ple reproduction” could take place 
only if the capitalists personally 
consumed all the surplus value 
which they extract from the work- 
ers, so that no accumulation takes 
place. In general this is an impos- 
sibility under capitalism, and while 
space does not permit us here to go 
into a detailed analysis demonstrat- 
ing this, suffice it to point to the 
fact that “simple reproduction” 
would require today the scrapping 
of most of heavy industry, since it 
is the latter which produces the 
means of production by which the 
greatest portion of capitalist ac- 
cumulation takes place. 

The question of reverting to 
“simple reproduction” is of course 
only a pure abstraction. Who is 
there to accomplish this? The 
capitalists? It is precisely they, 
whether they like it or not, who are 
forced by the laws of motion of 
capitalist society to accumulate. 
The government? Whose govern- 
ment? Under capitalism the state 
is controlled by the capitalists and 
will protect the interests of the lat- 
ter, who require that accumulation 
continues. 

If the government is that of the 
workers, i.e., if the proletariat seizes 
the power, expropriates the capi- 
talists and organizes production 
along socialist lines, there is no need 
of curbing accumulation. To do so 
would be reactionary, since the 
problems of humanity can be solved 
only by expanding its MATERIAL 
means even higher than was accom- 
plished under capitalism. Under 
capitalism the misery of the masses 
grows with the increase in wealth 
of the ruling class, whereas, under 
the rule of the workers, and fur- 
ther, under socialism, the greater 
the increase of the social wealth, 
the more will society, as a whele, 


cracy of the Soviet Union consti- 
tute a ruling class? 


Answer: “. .. The CLASS has an 
exceptionally important and more- 
over a scientifically restricted 
meaning to a Marxist. A class is 
defined not by its participation in 
the distribution of the national in- 
come alone, but by its independent 
role in the general structure of 
economy and by its independent 
roots in the economie foundation of 
society. Each class (the feudal no- 
bility, the peasantry, the petty 
bourgeoisie, the capitalist bourgeoi- 
sie, and the proletariat) works out 
its own special forms of property. 
The bureaucracy lacks all these 
social traits. It has no independ- 
ent position in the proccss of pro- 
duction and distribution. It has no 
independent property roots. Its 
functions relate basically to the po 
litical TECHNIQUE of class rule. 
The existence of a bureaucracy, in 
all its variety of forms and differ- 
ences in specifie weight, character- 
izes EVERY class regime. 
er is of a veflected character, The 
bureaucracy is indissolubly bound 
up with the ruling economic class, 
feeding itself upon the social roots 
of the latter, maintaining itself 
and falling together with it... . 

“Aiways and in every regime, the 
bureaucracy devours no small por- 
tion of surplus value, It might not 
be uninteresting, for example, to 
compute what portion of the na- 
byv the 


Its pow- 


tional income is devoured 
Fascist locusts in Italy or Ger- 
many! Rut this faet. of uo small 
importance by itself, is entirely in- 
sufficient to transform the Fascist 
bureaucracy into an INDEPEND- 
ENT ruling class. It is the hireling 
of the bourgeoisie. . . . 

“MUTATIS MUTANDIS (chang- 
ing what should be changed), what 
has been said above can be applied 
to the Stalinist bureaucracy as 
well. It devours, wastes, and em- 
bezzles a considerable portion of 
the national income. 
ment costs the proletariat very 
dearly. In the Soviet society, it 
occupies an extremely privileged 
position not only in the sense of 
having political and administrative 
prerogatives but also in the sense 
of possessing enormous material 
advantages. Still, the biggest apart- 
ments, the juiciest steaks, and even 
Rolls Royces are not enough to 
transform the bureaucracy into an 
independent ruling class... . 

. the privileges of the bureau- 
cracy by themselves do not change 
the bases of the Soviet society, be- 
cause the bureaucracy derives its 
privileges not from any special 
property relations, peculiar to it as 
a ‘class,’ but from those property 
relations which have been created 
by the October Revolution, and 
which are fundamentally adequate 
for the dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat. 

“To put it plainly, insofar as the 
bureaucracy robs the people (and 
this is done in various ways by 
every bureaucracy), we have to 
deal not with CLASS EXPLOITA- 
TION, in the scientific sense of the 
word, but with SOCIAL PARASIT- 
ISM, although on a very large 
scale. 


Its manage- 


“(Continued on Page 4) 


-Corroboration Of Betrayal 


| “In the event that the Czechoslovakian army will fight 
consistently against German imperlalism, the Czechoslo- 
vakian Communists will support this struggle and come 
out in favor of the army. We are for preserving the inde- 
pendence of the Czechoslovak nation which can be guar- 
anteed by means of a strong army cleansed of Fascist 
elements and in which the workers enjoy all political lib- 
erties. We demand that the members of the army be granted 
the right of suffrage again... We will support the Socialist 
parties in the government in all the measures which are 


designed to combat fascism and to produce concrete ben- 
efits to the workers. In foreign policy we will advocate 
everything thatis designed to support the peaceful foreign 
policy of the Soviet Union and to beat back the war plans 


of Hitler Germany.” 


—From a speech by tho `C.'P. deputy in the Czech parliament delivered 
at a mass meeting of the C.P. in Prague and reported in the “Prager 
Tagblatt”. (Neue Front, May 24, 1935.) 
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The Socialist Call and Social 
Patriotism 


The Stalin-Laval Communique is arousing 
the widest interest among the politically or- 
ganized workers and, following the attacks of 
the revolutionary Marxists on this shameful 
announcement of the social-patriotic betrayal 
of the Stalinists, has now brought important 
repercussions in the socialist ranks. The So- 
cialist Call, organ of the S. P. “militants,” 
devotes an article in the June 8 issue to this 
question and minces no words in its denuncia- 
tion of Stalin and his French lackeys who are 
transformed into lackeys of the French imper- 
ialist bourgeoisie. 

The Socialist Call quotes the notorious 
statement: “In this respect Stalin fully under- 
stands and approves the policy of national de- 
fense undertaken by France of maintaining 
her armed forces at the level required for se- 
curity,” and the prompt response of ’Human- 
ite to the effect that “We are resolved in case 
of war to carry out our obligation of revolu- 
tionary defense even if it coincides with so- 
called national defense. . . . Revolutionary de- 
featism demands that we should struggle for 
the defeat of the Hitlerian counter-revolution.” 
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To this the Call quite properly replies: 

“So ‘revolutionary defense’ is to be put at 
the service of French imperialism! And ‘rev- 
olutionary defeatism’ which always meant the 
defeat of your government is perverted to 
mean the defeat of the enemy of your govern- 
ment! 


“This is the most vulgar national chauvin- 
ism, no matter in what fine sounding terms it 
is clad.” 


* * * 


So far so good. The expression of the So- 
cialist Call is an indication that the Socialist 
“Militants” are overcoming the false and dan- 
gerous illusion that Stalinism is something 
“left” and “revolutionary.” It shows that the 
Socialists are already to a certain extent “vac- 
cinated” against this disease. That is a pre- 
requisite for their further development on the 
road of revolutionary Marxism, and is a sign 
that events have served to confirm the educa- 


tional campaign which we have conducted for 
a long time now on this question. All the more 
significant is it that this enlightenment occurs 
on the question which determined the regroup- 
ment of the revolutionary forces once before 
and which will do so again—the question of 
war. 


But something more fundamental is involved 
here. The question under consideration is 
social-patriotism, and the Stalinists, unfortun- 
ately, are not the sole exponents and practi- 
tioners of this treachery to the working class. 
The original, and present, carriers of the pois- 
on of social-patriotism in the labor movement 
are the Social Democratic reformists! We con- 
demn the Stalinists, not because they have in- 
troduced something new but because they have 
sunk down to the old platform of Social Demo- 
cracy! It is not enough for a socialist paper 
to confine its denunciation to the Stalinists. 
Such a limitation does not clarify but confuses 
the issue for the socialist workers. It is one- 
sided, and therefore false and deceptive. All 
the more so since the Social Democratic leaders 
stand today where they stood. in 1914. 

+ x  & 


Leon Blum, the leader of the French Social- 
ist Party, in a speech in the French Chamber 
of Deputies on March 15, announced : 


“I am convinced, gentlemen, and I say it 
weighing my words, that in replying to aggres- 
sion by Hitlerite Germany, all the workers of 
this country will rise to a man together with 
all other Frenchmen.” 


Why doesn’t the Socialist Call speak about 
this when it deals with French affairs? Surely 
the speech of Blum is known to the editors. It 
was called to their attention in the May 11 
issue of the New Militant. 


Or, to come closer home, the New Leader 
often praises the policy of the right wing so- 
cialists in the bourgeois government of Europe, 
who stand frankly on a program of civil peace 
and national defense. This paper, in its issue 
of May 18, endorses the Franco-Soviet pact 
and espouses the “international fight on Hitler- 
ism” in company with the bourgeois govern- 
ments in the “democratic” countries. 

Why doesn’t the Socialist Call answer and 
denounce these expressions when it deals with 
the subject of social patriotism? To fail to 
do so is to fail to arm the socialist workers 
against social-patriotic betrayal in their own 
party and international. More correctly, it is 
to disarm them. 

* 


* * 


We advise the Socialist Call to continue its 
campaign against the “vulgar national chau- 
vinism” of the Stalinists. And the next time 
they write the editors should remember the ex- 
cellent watchword of Karl Liebknecht: “The 
main enemy is in our own country!” The so- 
cialist “militants” will never approach the 
great German revolutionist until they translate 
his’ words fo read: The enemy is in our own 
party! 


Question Box 
(Continued from Page 3) 
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“Finally, we may add for the. 
sate of cwnpete clarity: if in the 
USS EL. today, the Marxist party f| 
were in power, it would renovate | 
the entire political regime: jti 
would shuffle and cleanse the bu-ifi 
reaneracy, and place it under the: || 
control of the masses; it would | i 


transform all of the administrative | 
practices. and inaugurate a series i 
of enpital reforms in the mannge- | 
ment of economy; but in no case, 
world if have to undertake an| 
OVERTURN IN THE PROPERTY | 
RELATIONS. Le, A PARR W SOCIAL 
REVOLUTION.” (L. “rrotsky, “The 
Soviet Union and the Fourth Inter- 
national,” all emphasis in original.) 


BREMERTON, Wash. (FP). — 
The Rooseve]t administration’s fev- 
erish naval preparattons against 
Japan are giving Bremerton, seat 
of the Puget Sound U. S. navy yard, 
boom time prosperity. A $4,500,000 
naval drydock is already voted by 
congress, warships are being re- 
conditioned and new building is ex- 

; pected. 
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One Flight Up 


By KARL LORE 

Rumors of serious division in the 
leading circles of the American 
Federation of Labor run thick on 
the labor movement grapevine. 
Louis Stark, the cautious and well 
informed labor correspondent of the 
New York Times has even written 
of the possibility that the United 
Mine Workers, the Metal Miners, 
į clothing, brewery, and printing 
tradesmen might take the initiative 
in setting up another federation 
Unlikely as it is that the near future 
will see any such development, there 
is no doubt that real differences 
exist and that they center around 
the historic and basic issue of in- 
dustrial unionism. 
The Federation executive is reap- 
ing the harvest for its unwillingness 
to take a stand on the issue. It has 
been straddling the fence ever since 
the organizing drive began in the 
‘basic industries. No policy had 
been worked out to meet the sit- 
uation which arose when the work- 
ers in their thousands, flocked into 
the ranks. But these men and wo- 
men newly organized into the Fed- 
eral Labor Unions wanted. to know. 
Would they be allowed to retain an 
industrial structure or would a 
later division into crafts be forced 
upon them? The organizers had no 
answer. The A.F. of L. was hand- 
ling dynamite and no one knew it 
better than the labor moguls of its 
executive council. An outright 
declaration against industrial union- 
ism meant the loss of thousands of 
the new recruits. To grant such a 
structure on the other hand, meant 
to sweep the ground out from under 
the feet of some of the most power- 
ful national units in the Federation. 
In The Old Unions 

Nor was the issue confined to the 
new unions. The Brewery Workers 
Union which had come back with 
a bang after prohibition repeal, was 
fighting the teamsters anl engineers 
organizations who claimed jurisdic- 
tion over these labor categories in 
breweries. The Machinists Union 
and the Amalgamated Association 
of Iron, Steel and Tin Workers 
were quarreling about machinists 
who worked in steel mills. The is- 
sue was there, it was inescapable 
and growing worse constantly. At 
the 1934 convention held in San 
Francisco, the Executive Council 
brought in the recommendation that 
“to meet this new situation the Ex- 
ecutive Council is directed to issue 
charters for National or Interna- 
tional unions in the automotive, ces, 
ment, aluminum and such other 
mass production and miscellaneous 
industries as in the judgment of the 
Executive Council may be necessary 
to meet the situation.” This reso- 
lution, unanimously adopted, was 
almost universally regarded as an 
industrial union move. It was in- 
terpreted as the decisive straw 
which pointed the path of an in- 
dustrial organization gole. 
What has happened since the 
delegates went home? Have indus- 
trial unions been set up? Has the 
trend in the Federation been in 
that direction? Unfortunately, it 
has not. In fact, the trend has 


been all the other way. There is 


Basic Issue Stirs 


Conflict Between 


Bureaucrats and Ranks 


brewery bosses to split the workers’ 
ranks, in others they ousted the 
Brewery Workers from Central La- 
bor Unions. A dispatch from Spo- 
kane, Washington (where union 
brewers are on strike or are locked 
out as a result of this fight) quotes 
Harry Dahl, district representative 
of the Teamsters, as saying: “We 
are organizing a new affiliated un- 
ion called the Brewery Inside 
Workers to which all employees 
inside the local breweries must be- 
long.” 

Truly an unprecedented situa- 
tion! Dual unionism has always 
been considered a cardinal crime by 
Federation officials. Yet here, in 
its efforts to smash an industrially 
constructed Federation affiliate, an- 
other A. F. of L. organization goes 
to the length of organizing a dual 
union. No word of protest has 
come from Federation headquarters 
although these tactics are being 
used in a national fight to dismem- 
ber one of its oldest bodies. 

The “Campaign” in Steel 

The last convention of the A. F. 
of L. voted with great enthusiasm 
for a widespread organization cam- 
paign in the steel industry. Plans 
were drawn up and presented to 
the Executive Council at its last 
session. But the drive never got 
under way. What happened is fair- 
ly well known. The old guard killed 
the campaign by insisting that it 
be conducted on a craft basis and 
that Wharton of the Machinists 
head the organizing committee. The 
whole idea was shelved. The indus- 
trial unionists on the Council knew 
that it would be a grizzly farce to 
approach the .men of the mills on 
that basis. 

At the same session the Interna- 
tional Union of Mill, Mine and 
Smelter ‘Workers appealed against 
the action of the Metal Trades De- 
partment of the A. F. of L. and its 
president, the astute John P. Frey, 
in dividing the workers in the 
Butte, Montana copper mines 
among a number of craft unions. 
Only the semi-skilled and unskilled 
had been left in the miners’ organ- 
ization. The appeal was rejected 
and the position of the Metal 
Trades Department—composed en- 
tirely of craft organizations—was 
approved. 


The Oil Contract 

The Metal Trades Department 
has just signed a joint agreement 
for twelve of its affiliated crafts 
with the Sinclair Oil Company, an 
agreement which runs ovt in March 
1936. - Last June a contract was 
signed by the Sinclair Company 
with the Oil Field, Gas Well and 
Refinery Workers which expires in 
June 1935. The Boiler-makers have 
still another agreement. Certainly 
by now the unions should ‘have 
learned the necessity of writing 
contracts. expiring simultaneously 
for all divisions of the industry. 
The present situation in oil means 
that power to act, instead of being 


a very real danger that the present | concentrated in oné strong union, 


path of the A. F. of L. may wipe 'is divided in three directions. 


out all the organizational gains 
that the past few years have made. 
Let us look at the facts. 

Warfare Against Brewery Uni 

A fierce fight is on against ae 
Brewery Workers. Two successive j 
conventions of the A. F. of L. or- 
dered them to give up crafts 
claimed by other internationals. 
The brewers rejected the decision: 
by a referendum vote. of 24,161 to 
170. The craft unions have begun 
a war to the death. In a number 
of cities of cities they made deals with the off met with stiff resistance. It and the unskilled workers With oft Amene Z â — Z o ãċ — made deals with the 


Left Groups 
Meetin N.Y. 


(Continued from 1 from Page 1) 
of local 22, noting that no clause 
on race discrimination was included 
in the program, corrected the over- 
sight. 
Shelye Industrial Unionism 

On the question of industrial un- 
ionism and amalgamation, delegate 
Shiff, moved that a committee be 
authorized to draw up a resolution 
covering the steps to be taken in 
i reaching our objective of one indus- 
trial union of all needle workers. 
This proposal was ruled out as 
“impractical” on the grounds that 
the committee could not report back 
to the conference. Zimmerman 
spoke to this effect. An addition 
proposed by the Levy (manager of 
local 1) group opposed * “mechan: cal 
party control of unions.” Zimmer- 
man moved to refer this clause to 
the incoming executive committee. 

Two points in the program were 
subject to debate: the labor party 
and dual unionism. 


Bill Green's Position 


The clause on dual unionism 
reads in part: “For any union to 
stand outside the A. F. of L. means 
to stand outside the labor move- 
ment. . In the interests of unity 
we filrmly oppose dual unionism of 
all brands and varieties. Dual un- 
jonism destroys solidarity and 
breeds demoralization and conflicts 
among the workers, leading to 
strikebreaking and scabbery, to 
paralysis and disintegration. .. .” 

As no reference was made in this 
clause to the progressive attitude 


Con- 
, tractual relations with the employer 
are not coordinated. Unified strike 
action will be very difficult if not 
impossible of achievement. 

The Federation’s real problem, 
j however, lay in the newly organ- 
ized industries. The Federal locals 
had been largely the work of rank 
and file elements and Federation 
organizers had little influence in 
them, The unions thus set up were 
completely industrial in structure 
and suggestions that crafts be split 
off met with stiff resistance. It 


in cases where unions were expelled 
on account of militant leadership or 
where workers were compelled to 
organize outside the A. F. of L. due 
to the refusal of officials to allow 
strikes, etc., some delegates thought 
an addition on this was in place. 
The chairman ruled this amend- 
ment out and a barrage of attack 
was launched against its sponsors 
as “dual unionists.” 
Sleight-of-Hand 

Charles Zimmerman endeavored 
to tack the label “dual unionist” 
upon the Workers Party by reading 
a leaflet which udvertized a meeting 
of the W. P. on the question: “Is 
an Independent Federation of Labor 
on the Order of the Day?’ That 
the answer given to this question 
by the W.P. is a decisive “No” was 
well known to Zimmerman. But 
that made no difference. The ener- 
‘gy which was not displayed by an 
attack on Dubinsky and Co. was 
utilized for a typical Lovestoneite 
slur on the Workers Party. In this: 
he was seconded by other well 
known Lovestoneites who were pre- 
sent in abundance, 

While some delegates from Pro- 
gressive groups were seated only as 
fraternal delegates and had their 
amendments ruled out of order, 
Will Herberg of the Lovestone 
group who was neither delegate nor 
needle trades worker, wrote out an 
addition to the program, handed it 
up to the reporter Murray Gross, 
and had it accepted by the latter 
with the readiness of one long used 
to accepting suggestions. 

The constitution provides for an 
executive committee of 15, three 
from local 1, four from local 22, 
three from knit goods local—all of 
these being locals where the pro- 
gressives are the administration. 


took all the skill of the practiced 
trade union politicians of the A. F. 
of L. to turn the trick but in one 
place after another the pressure 
has been too great and the splitting 
off process began. 

Splitting ‘the Federal Locals 

Today every possible craft worker 
is being Squeezed out of the Federal 
locals. In the rubber industry, for 
example, the locals are composed 
almost entirely of the production 
men. All others are in the craft 
locals and under the discipline of 
the craft internationals. The In- 
ternational Association of Machin- 
ists has recently taken the machin- 
ists and tool and die makers out of 
the mass unions of the Remington 
Rand Company. The A. F. of L. 
regards the crux of the problem of 
organizing the great electrical and 
radio equipment factories to be “the 
application of a general policy 
which would result in the organ- 
ization of the many skilled mech- 
anics in their respective craft or- 
ganizations and a coordination of 
these organizations by plants... .” 
At its convention held some months 
ago in Buffalo the Radio and Allied 
Trades National Council which had 
been organided on an industrial 
basis voted to “reorganize npon a 
foundation to meet the require- 
ments which will allow it to be 
chartered under the American Fed- 
eration of Labor as an Internation- 
al Union. The aluminum workers 
have been obliged to give up craft 
workers, In automobiles and many 
others, a similar process is under 
way. When the independent Indus- 
trial Union of Marine and Ship- 
building Workers of Camden, N. J. 
applied for affiliation, it was denied 
a charter because of its refusal to 
sacrifice a unified structure. 

No Change Envisaged 

The picture that emerges is a far 
from ‘happy one. The high _ hopes 
for real industrial unionsm at the 
present time, have gone glimmering. 
Large slices have been cut out of 
the Federal locals. Instead of the 
united front against the bosses, la- 
bor must rely on forms of coopera- 
tion which all too often fail to 
work. In the great Toledo auto 
strike of 1934, for example, the 
machinists, organized in a separate 
local, failed to come out and lend 
their support in the fight. 

The Federation can conceive of 
no change in its basic craft struc- 
ture and orientation. It regards 
craft unionism based on the skilled 
worker as the backbone of its 
strength in the future as in ‘the 
past. It realizes that such narrow 
lines are impossible for the semi- 
skilled and unskilled production 
workers in the basic industries. 
These elements accordng to this 
scheme of things, would be lumped 
together into national unions for 
their industries. A report on the 
“Field for Unionization” made to a 
conference of presidents of Interna- 
tional unions early in 1934 shows 
quite clearly the A. F. of L. con- 
ception of the role that the new 
unions were to play. It estimated 
that of 30,000,000 organizable work- 
ers in the United States, over 
17,000,000 or about 58 percent were 
eligible to.membership in the exist- 
ing internationals. Three chief 
categories make up the remainder 
as follows: “the clerks and kindred 
workers where there are nearly 
5,000,000 organizable but not elig- 
ible to existing internationals; the 
semi-skilled workers with a corres- 
ponding figure of over 3,000,000; 
and the unskilled workers with 


LL.P. Confab 
Marks Time 


(Continued from | from Page 3) 
proclaiming before all: the impera- 
tive necessity for such and working 
towards and for its consummation. 

At the Paris Conference of Inde- 
pendent Socialist Parties held in 
February of this year, which is 
briefly reported elsewhere in this 
paper, the British LL.P. played a 
i leading and important role. This in- 
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ed to prevent a clear declaration for 
:a New International. Delegate C. A. 
i Smith, a prominent worker and 
l writer in the LLP., drew attention 
¡at the Derby conference to the fact 
| that, within the Left Parties group, 
| the 1.1.2. has been responsible for 
‘the prevention of steps towards the 
i formation of a Fourth Internation- 
ral. 


The perspective of a New Inter- 
national in the dim and distant fu- 
ture must be energetically rejected. 
Such an attitude in this deep crisis 
of capitalism, with rapidly ap- 
proaching war, with the alarming 
growth of fascism and fascist tend- 
———— a E E A S E AA 
The “poor relations’—progressive 
groups in opposition in the balance 
of the LL.G.W., the millinery work- 
ers and the A.C.A—are to divide 
four delegates between them. There 
will be one repres ntative from the 
Furriers union, 

A delegate who pointed out the 
discrepancy of representation be- 
tween administration groups and 
groups in opposition, was pounced 
on by Zimmerman, Gross 
others. 


fluence has undoubtedly been exert- 
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nearly 4,000,000—a grand total of 
more than 12,000,000 organizable 
but with no place in the existing 
international union structure.” 
Separating Unskilled Dorkers 

It is a great advance of course, 
that the less skilled elements have 
been organized in greater numbers 
than ever before. There can be no 
doubt that their presence within 
the organized labor movement will 
make a profound impression. But 
to separate them organizationally 
from the vitally important skilled 
workers who are so often the key 
to victorious strike movements is 
extremely dangerous. The joint 
‘douncils which are being set up in 
most industries to provide for some 
measure of united action are at 
best a shoddy substitute for a gen- 
uine industrial structure. Only the 
future can tell whether such make- 
shift construction will withstand 
the attack of industry. 

The leaders of the great craft 
unions have been traditionally 
scornful of the mass of the un- 
skilled. This attitude cropped out 
at the 1934 convention when Dan 
Tobin of the Teamsters referred to 
the “rubbish” that had recently 
come into the trade union move- 
ment. His remark was notable for 
its frankness but it only expressed 
what too many other labor chiefs, 
who see in the avalanche of new 


|members a force which may even- 


and | 


tually sweep them from their high 
places, are thinking. Constant and 
unpredictable strike waves are not 
to their liking. They fear the new 
and aggressive elements who, rising 
from the mills and factories of Am- 
erica, are challenging their policies, 
their lack of ‘militancy and their 
right to leadership. 
Issue For Progressives 

This raises a serious question in 
regard to the new mass unions of 
semi aud unskilled workers. They 
are not yet firmly established. The 
membership and leadership is, by 
and large, untrained. They have 
no adequate treasuries to sustain 
them in their fight. For some time 
to come they will require a good 
deal of help from the Federation 
and from its affiliated organizations. 
Will they get it? It is tragically 
significant that in the great textile 
strike, the most widespread labor 
battle in the history of America, not 
one red cent- was donated by the 
craft union cohorts, It is entirely 
possible that these die-hards, once 
they have blasted loose and absorbed 
the craft workers from the Federal 
Unions, will lose interest in the prob- 
lems of the masses in the basic in- 
dustries. The craft moguls are 
fighting for their lives. They know 
that the trend of the times is against 
them and that the ground they stand 
on is shifting under their feet. But 
they control the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Lab- 
or and, in the cause of self-preserv- 
ation, they seem prepared to leave 
the less skilled masses whom they 
despise and fear, holding the bag. 

It is unfortunate that there has 
been as yet, no consolidation of the 
progressives in the trade union 
movement to take the initiative 
against these tendencies. Certainly 
without such a crystallization no 
effective opposition may be expected. 
The fight for genuine industrial un- 
ionism has just begun and is by no 
means a hopeless one, The rank 
and file has come through the fire 
and the. blaze of the industrial con- 
flict hardened and more sure of 
itself, its desire for labor organ- 
ization which can face up to the 
job heightened manifold. A united 
progressive movement can carry 
forward the banner of organization 
on the great industrial battlefront 
of America. 


encies in all countries, with the 
open rejection of all vestiges of rev- 
olutionary working class interna- 
tionalism. by the C. I. is little short 
of a betrayal of basic ‘interests of 
the international working class. 
The British 1.L.P. has within its 
ranks some of the best elements of 
the British working class. Com- 
pared with it the C.P.G.B. is a mor- 
ibund and decrepit outfit. The I.L. 
P. is called upon to give a fearless, 
honest, open revolutionary lead to 
the British workers. On its deci- 


‘sion depends whether as an organ- 


ization it will flourish and grow in 
revolutionary strength and activity 
or miserably disintegrate in the 
centrist morass of indecision and 
vacillation. The conference for the 
first time posed the question openly 
before the organization and the 
British workers. Let us hope that 
the lead given by certain delegates 
and the obvious desire .of many 
others to meet the problem openly 
and honestly will spell a speedy end 
to the past policy of tacking and 
veering in the stormy currents and 
that a course will be set for a 
Fourth International capable of 
leading the international working 
class to victory and to Socialism. 


MEXICAN RAILWAY, MINE 
WORKERS FORMING PACT 

MEXICO CITY (FP).-—A pact of 
solidarity is being discussed be- 
tween two of the strongest and 
largest unions in Mexico—the Rail- 
way Workers Union and the Mining 
and Metallurgical Workers Union. 
The pact involves close to 100,000 
men and wil] probably be signed 
before July 1. 

The action is of marked impor- 
tance since it is the first case of 
such united action by industria} un- 
ions in Mexico. 


